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Mr President, 

Let me congratulate you on your appointment. Your leadership in 

convening and preparing this Conference has been indispensable. You may 

count on our full co-operation. Although the global security environment 

is facing a harrowing situation, nonetheless we must re-affirm our 

commitments and strengthen the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 

Nuclear Weapons (NPT) as the cornerstone of the international non-

proliferation architecture. The NPT is by no means a panacea to the world’s 

problems, but it is a key element of long-term peace and stability. 

Latvia aligns itself with the statement of the European Union and I would 

like to add some points in a national capacity.  

Mr President, 

We join the international community in condemning Russia’s unprovoked 

and unjustified aggression against Ukraine. This is a blatant violation of 

international law that severely undermines European security and impacts 

global stability. We also condemn Belarus for its involvement in the 

Russian invasion and for its support of the brutal violence taking place. 

 

 

 



Mr President, 

Latvia supports the goal of a world free of nuclear weapons and urges a 

progressive and practical approach to nuclear disarmament, accounting for 

security realities and strategic stability. We firmly support a multilateral 

and treaty-based approach. The entry into force of the Comprehensive 

Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty and the commencement of negotiations on the 

Treaty Banning Production of Fissile Material would be relatively 

straightforward, yet essential first steps. Therefore, we urge remaining 

states to join the overwhelming consensus against nuclear testing, in 

particular the remaining Annex 2 countries. Furthermore, these concrete 

steps should be complemented by advancing undisputable disarmament 

verification. 

Mr President, 

Regional issues have also gained prominence in recent years. Despite the 

daunting challenges they present we still believe they are solvable. We 

should focus on preventing regional proliferation challenges from 

transforming into nuclear crises.  

In regards to the JCPOA, Latvia urges Iran to appreciate the spotless record 

of the International Atomic Energy Agency in upholding the safeguards’ 

regime. The Agency has to be allowed to conduct monitoring without any 

impediments. We likewise urge Iran to come to an agreement in Vienna 

and to return to full implementation of the JCPOA. 

The irresponsible behaviour of the DPRK threatens peace and security both 

on the Korean Peninsula and also globally. Diplomacy remains the best 

available tool towards complete, verifiable and irreversible 

denuclearization of the DPRK. Latvia urges the DPRK to refrain from 

further escalation and to engage in meaningful dialogue. 



Mr President, 

Russia has failed in its obligations as a permanent member of the UN 

Security Council and a nuclear power. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is 

singularly shameful because it is carried out by a P5 state against a nation 

that received security assurances upon giving up its nuclear weapons and 

joining the NPT. The violation of the Budapest memorandum is a 

permanent reprehensible stain on Russia. In addition, we condemn 

Russia’s irresponsible behaviour, by threatening nuclear safety and 

security in Ukraine, in particular through the ongoing occupation of the 

Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant. 

Furthermore, we express our concerns regarding Russia’s intention to 

transfer nuclear capable ballistic missile systems to Belarus and to make 

Belarus’ fighter planes capable of carrying nuclear weapons. These steps 

would further violate NPT commitments by both countries.  

We must do our utmost to help Ukraine and to strengthen the non-

proliferation regime. In this context, we recall the P5 statement in January, 

which stressed the axiom that a nuclear war should not be fought and 

cannot be won. We call on Russia to comply with the letter and spirit of 

this statement and stop its dangerous nuclear rhetoric.   

Mr President, 

While focusing on disarmament and non-proliferation, we should not 

forget the opportunities offered by peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 

Therefore, we should redouble our support for nuclear energy research 

towards a safer, cleaner and healthier future. 

Of course, such research requires the highest levels of security, safety and 

accountability. Latvia employs strict export and transit controls to make 

sure that sensitive materials cannot be used for malicious purposes.  



In this regard, let me stress that the international export control regime is 

not an obstacle to cooperation on peaceful uses, but a key factor for such 

cooperation and sustainable development. To exchange views on 

challenges and opportunities in this field during the RevCon, on 17 August 

Latvia together with partners will be organizing a side event on Export 

Control in Africa in the context of UNSCR 1540 commitments. 

Likewise, in order to maintain a sustainable and future-oriented non-

proliferation system, we must advance and regulate new and emerging 

technologies, as well as implement the Women, Peace and Security 

Agenda. 

Mr President, 

Allow me to conclude by expressing a sincere hope that at the end of this 

Conference we will be able to demonstrate concrete progress across all 

pillars of the NPT.  

Thank you! 

 


