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Mr. Chairperson, 
 
1.  I have the honour to deliver this statement on behalf of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN). ASEAN aligns itself with the statement delivered by Indonesia 
on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM).  
 
Mr. Chairperson, 
 
2. We warmly congratulate you and members of the Bureau on your election. We 
express our appreciation to the Under Secretary-General and High Representative for 
Disarmament Affairs, and the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs for their 
leadership in advancing the UN disarmament agenda.  
 
3. Amidst challenges that the world is facing on multiple fronts, especially in terms of 
ensuring a sustainable and inclusive recovery from COVID-19, the global peace and 
security architecture has continued to be under pressure from heightened tensions between 
major powers, modernization of nuclear arsenals, an accelerating arms race, and ongoing 
conflict in different parts of the world. ASEAN remains fully committed to strengthened 
multilateralism and enhanced international cooperation as the most efficient means to 
achieve global peace and security.  
 
4. ASEAN reiterates its support for international efforts towards achieving a world free 
of nuclear weapons. ASEAN remains concerned about the dire consequences of any use of 
nuclear weapons on people’s health, socioeconomic livelihood, environment and 
sustainable development. We firmly believe that the total elimination of nuclear weapons 
is the only way to guarantee against their use and threat of use.  
 
5. ASEAN reaffirms its collective position against nuclear tests and continues to stress 
the importance of achieving universal adherence to the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban 
Treaty (CTBT) without delay. All ASEAN Member States have ratified the CTBT, and we 
join others in urging the remaining Annex 2 States to sign and ratify the Treaty as soon as 
possible so that the Treaty’s entry into force may finally be realized.  
 
6. ASEAN reaffirms its recognition of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons (NPT) as the cornerstone of nuclear disarmament, non-proliferation and peaceful 
use of nuclear energy. While welcoming the convening of the 10th NPT Review Conference, 
ASEAN regrets that it concluded without a consensus outcome document that could have 
provided much-needed additional momentum towards general and complete disarmament 
under strict and effective international control. ASEAN continues to call on all States 
Parties to the NPT to renew their commitments to the full and effective implementation of 
the Treaty, particularly Article VI.  
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7. ASEAN calls on all Nuclear Weapon States-Parties to the NPT to fulfill all of their 
nuclear disarmament obligations and emphasizes the need for them to adhere to 
accountability through benchmarks, concrete, measurable, timebound actions on nuclear 
disarmament with established deadlines, and to report their implementation of their 
obligations until the goal of total elimination is achieved, in a structured manner that allows 
Non-Nuclear Weapon States to engage constructively on their reports.  
 
8. ASEAN reaffirms the inalienable right of States to peaceful use of nuclear energy, 
in particular for their economic and social development. In this regard, the ASEAN 
Network of Regulatory Bodies on Atomic Energy (ASEANTOM) concentrates its efforts 
to enhance cooperation among the nuclear regulatory bodies and further strengthen nuclear 
safety, security and safeguards in the region. At the same time, ASEAN will continue to 
strengthen its cooperation with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). We are 
also pleased with the progress of the implementation of the 2019 Practical Arrangements 
(PA) between ASEAN and IAEA on Cooperation in the Areas of Nuclear Science and 
Technology and Applications, Nuclear Safety, Security and Safeguards.  
 
9. ASEAN reaffirms our commitment to preserving Southeast Asia as a Nuclear 
Weapon-Free Zone and free of all other weapons of mass destruction as enshrined in the 
ASEAN Charter and the Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone 
(Bangkok Treaty). We stress the importance of the full and effective implementation of the 
Plan of Action to Strengthen the Implementation of the Treaty on SEANWFZ, which has 
been extended for another five-year period (2023-2027). We reaffirm our commitment to 
continuously engaging the Nuclear Weapon States and intensifying the ongoing efforts of 
all parties to resolve all outstanding issues in accordance with the objectives and principles 
of the Bangkok Treaty.  
 
10. In addition to the NPT, the CTBT and nuclear-weapon-free zones including 
SEANWFZ, ASEAN reiterates that the Treaty of the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 
(TPNW), which held its First Meeting of State Parties in June 2022, is a historic agreement 
that contributes towards global nuclear disarmament and complements other existing 
nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation instruments.  
 
11. ASEAN maintains its unequivocal commitment to upholding the norms against the 
existence and use of chemical, biological and radiological weapons. We strongly support 
the central role of the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) and 
welcome the progress made in eliminating chemical weapons stockpiles since the entry-
into-force of the Chemical Weapons Convention in 1997.  
 
12. ASEAN also notes the 50th anniversary of the signing of the Biological and Toxin 
Weapons Convention and reaffirms our commitment to this landmark Treaty. We 
recognise the necessity of multilateral negotiations and note the lack of a verification 
measure, the latter of which poses a challenge to the effectiveness of the Convention. We 
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also place great importance on enhancing international cooperation, assistance, and 
exchanges in toxins, biological agents, equipment, and technology for peaceful purposes. 
ASEAN welcomes the successful conduct of the ARF Table-Top Exercise on Response 
Capabilities to CBRN Incidents held in Manila on 13-15 June 2022. We also would like to 
highlight the achievements by the Network of ASEAN Chemical, Biological and 
Radiological Defence Experts to foster greater regional cooperation in this domain.  
 
13. ASEAN reiterates that access to outer space is an inalienable right of all States and 
that the use of outer space should exclusively be for peaceful purposes only, and for the 
collective benefit of humanity. In this regard, ASEAN reaffirms that prevention of an arms 
race in outer space and its weaponization is of vital importance. We underscore the need 
for shared understanding and the acceptance of norms, rules and principles of responsible 
behaviors developed through multilateral engagement and negotiation, and urge all 
Member States to respect and ensure the full implementation of all related UN instruments 
and relevant General Assembly resolutions. It is in this context that ASEAN welcomes the 
establishment of this Open-Ended Working Group (OEWG) pursuant to General Assembly 
Resolution 76/231. ASEAN has submitted a working paper and delivered joint statements 
during the first two sessions of the said OEWG. 
 
14. ASEAN recognizes the legitimate right and authority of sovereign nations to use 
conventional weapons to maintain internal security and to defend territorial integrity, while 
underlining the need to address the growing illicit proliferation of conventional weapons, 
which hampers economic and social progress and threatens peace and security. In this 
regard, ASEAN welcomes the consensus adoption of the final report of the eight Biennial 
Meeting of States (BMS8) on the United Nations Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat, 
and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects.  
 
15. ASEAN is pleased with the role of the ASEAN Regional Mine Action Centre 
(ARMAC) which serves as a centre of excellence in promoting ASEAN’s effort to address 
the issue of explosive remnants of war (ERW) and raise awareness on the danger of ERW 
among affected communities. We appreciate ASEAN’s Dialogue Partners, external 
partners, and international organizations in contributing to undertaking of projects and 
operationalization of the ARMAC.  
 
16. ASEAN reaffirms its commitment in building an open, safe, secure, stable, 
accessible, interoperable, peaceful and resilient cyberspace. We welcome the adoption, by 
consensus, of the Annual Progress Report during the Third Substantive Session of the 
open-ended working group (OEWG) on security of and in the use of information and 
communications technologies (2021-2025). ASEAN will continue to render full support 
and cooperation to Ambassador Burhan Gafoor of Singapore in his capacity as the Chair 
of the OEWG (2021-2025).  
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17. In the region, we have updated the ASEAN Cybersecurity Cooperation Strategy 
2021-2025 and established the ASEAN Regional Computer Emergency Response Team 
(CERT), which helps strengthen the region’s cybersecurity incident response and 
preparedness. ASEAN also recognises the role of cybersecurity awareness activities and 
capacity building programmes of the ASEAN-Singapore Cybersecurity Centre of 
Excellence (ASCCE) in Singapore and the ASEAN-Japan Cybersecurity Capacity 
Building Centre (AJCCBC) in Bangkok in complementing existing ASEAN efforts in 
building regional cybersecurity posture.  
 
18. With the current dynamics in the international security environment, ASEAN 
stresses further the need to preserve and strengthen the UN disarmament machinery and 
other related multilateral and bilateral mechanisms, including the Conference on 
Disarmament (CD) and the United Nations Disarmament Commission (UNDC). We look 
forward to engaging constructively with these mechanisms to advance the global 
disarmament agenda.  
 
19. In line with the foregoing, ASEAN supports the full and effective implementation 
of other relevant efforts, including Security Council Resolution 1540 and the United 
Nations Secretary General’s Agenda for Disarmament to advance nuclear non-proliferation 
and disarmament in a concrete, holistic, and integrated manner. In this regard, we welcome 
the fruitful discussion at the “UNSCR 1540 (2004) Workshop for ASEAN States” on  
21-22 September 2022 in Bangkok, which helped strengthen a regional network amongst 
the 1540 Points of Contact on the implementation of the resolution.  
 
Mr. Chair,  
 
20.  In closing, ASEAN will make every effort to contribute constructively to the 
important work of the First Committee towards our common goal of achieving a more 
secure, stable and prosperous world. 
 
Thank you. 
  

*     *     *     *     * 


