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Mr Chairperson, Ambassador Mohan Pieris  

 

Allow me to begin by congratulating you on your appointment as the Chairperson of the 

77th Session of the 1st Committee and to pledge South Africa’s full support and 

cooperation during this session. South Africa aligns itself with the statements delivered 

on behalf of the African Group. the Non-Aligned Movement and the New Agenda 

Coalition. 

 

Mr Chairperson, 

 

The world is at a critical juncture for our collective peace and security at a time of nuclear 

danger not seen since the height of the Cold War. 

 

As stated by Secretary-General Guterres at the opening of the 10th NPT Review 

Conference, “Geopolitical tensions are reaching new highs. Distrust has replaced 

dialogue. Humanity is in danger of forgetting the lessons forged in the terrifying fires of 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Disunity has replaced disarmament.” 

 



When nuclear weapons are factored into this equation, it places us in a very dangerous 

situation.  

 

The objective of the first UNGA resolution, adopted in 1946, which sought to ensure ‘the 

elimination from national armaments of atomic weapons and all other major weapons 

adaptable to mass destruction”. This objective   remains unachieved nearly eight decades 

later, continuing to make the world fundamentally less safe.  As we have said before, the 

existence of just one nuclear weapon, jeopardises us all.  

 

South Africa, like many others, is disappointed by the failure of the 10th Review 

Conference of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons to reach an 

outcome. This lack of consensus, marking twelve years of failure, is a stark reminder of 

the lengths nuclear-weapon States are willing to go to, to retain their nuclear weapons 

unchecked, and to put their selfish narrow interests ahead of the collective peace and 

security of the rest of humanity. While the substantive part of the final outcome document 

was not adopted by consensus, it is South Africa’s hope that the adoption of the 

procedural decision to establish a working group to strengthen the NPT review process 

helps move this Treaty forward that the consecutive failure would inject urgency into the 

implementation of all three pillars by all Sate parties in the next review cycle. We will 

continue to use our moral courage, born out of our development and acquiring of nuclear 

weapons as well as the verifiable and irreversible destruction of these weapons to push 

for progress on nuclear disarmament.  

 

Mr Chairperson, 

 

The total elimination of all weapons of mass destruction remains one of South Africa’s 

key foreign policy priorities.  

 

South Africa considers the entry-into-force of the historic Treaty on the Prohibition of 

Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) to be one of the most important developments towards the 

elimination of nuclear weapons since 1946. In this regard, we welcome the convening of 



the First Meeting of States Parties to the TPNW earlier this year which initiated the 

implementation of this historic Treaty, bringing into force a comprehensive legal 

prohibition of nuclear weapons. The TPNW is a necessary and effective measure towards 

the cessation of the nuclear arms race and to nuclear disarmament. It is South Africa’s 

view that the TPNW serves as a catalyst for much overdue progress in the disarmament 

pillar of the NPT, and in fulfilling the historic bargain between the Nuclear-Weapon States 

and the Non-Nuclear-Weapon States. We commit ourselves to tirelessly work on its 

implementation and universalization. In this regard, we encourage all States that have not 

done so, to ratify the Treaty without further delay. 

 

Mr Chairperson,  

 

Nuclear‐Weapons‐Free Zones (NWFZ) are key to nuclear disarmament and nuclear non-

proliferation efforts and contributes to enhancing global and regional peace and security.  

Regarding the nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East, it must be emphasised that 

the 1995 NPT Review and Extension Conference’s Middle East resolution and relevant 

agreements at subsequent RevCons remain valid until fully implemented. South Africa 

welcomes the convening of the Second Session of the United Nations Conference on the 

establishment of a Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass 

destruction pursuant to UNGA Decision 73/546. My delegation calls on all invited States 

to continue to constructively negotiate in good faith towards a legally-binding treaty that 

satisfies the implementation of the 1995 NPT Review and Extension Conference 

resolution on the Middle East. 

 

Additionally, South Africa is proud and committed State Party to the Treaty of Pelindaba. 

The Pelindaba Treaty was created with the ambitious aim to enhance regional peace and 

security through the prohibition of the possession and stationing of nuclear weapons 

throughout Africa and encourages the peaceful use of nuclear science and technology. 

In this regard, we would like to express our gratitude to all the African countries that have 

signed and ratified the Pelindaba Treaty and to urge all those who have not yet done so, 



to ratify the Treat without further delay, in order to fully achieve the objective of having a 

nuclear free, peaceful and prosperous Continent. 

 

South Africa also calls for the establishment of NWFZs in other regions of the world, 

where such zones are yet to be establish and in this regard, we particularly encourage 

Europe to establish such a zone considering the prevailing conflict in the region. In view 

of the numerous references we have heard during this session the 1st Committee to the 

current security environment, as a result of the current conflict in Europe, South Africa 

encourages that Sates from that region work towards the establishment of such a nuclear-

weapons-free-zone.  

 

The JCPOA remains one of most important diplomatic achievements in the area of 

nuclear non-proliferation since the signing of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban 

Treaty (CTBT). It is crucial that the JCPOA is fully restored for regional and global peace 

and stability. We continue to express our regret at the unilateral withdrawal of the US from 

the JCPOA and its reimposition of sanctions. We also regret the reduction by Iran of its 

implementation of its obligations to the JCPOA. We remain hopeful that the Proximity 

talks bear positive results and continue to urge all the parties of the JCPOA, to conclude 

the agreement without further delay.  

 

Mr Chairperson,  

 

South Africa remains committed to the Chemical Weapons Convention and maintain the 

view that we all have collective responsibility to uphold the Convention’s international 

norm against the production, use and stockpiling of chemical weapons. We condemn the 

use of chemical weapons by anyone, anywhere and under any circumstances and find it 

imperative that States are held accountable for any non-compliance with their CWC 

obligations. 

 

South Africa continues to support the OPCW as the only technically competent 

international authority in the field of chemical weapons. We call on all States Parties to 



redouble efforts to cultivate a consensus culture in the work of Organisation, in order to 

restore an environment of cooperation and mutual agreement which is essential for the 

attainment of the aspirations of the Convention.   

 

Circumstances have led to a situation where the review conferences of all three the WMD 

instruments are being convened in close succession. In the challenging current 

geopolitical environment, South Africa views it as all the more important to achieve 

progress towards achieving the objectives of these three instruments and regret that 

already the NPT RevCon was not able to achieve a substantive outcome. We therefore 

welcome the establishment of the Open-Ended Working Group for the Preparation of the 

Fifth CWC Review Conference and stand ready to support its important work. 

 

The full implementation of Article XI to strengthen and accelerate the economic and 

technological development of States Parties, especially in the developing world, remains 

a key priority for South Africa. The Africa Programme is a core component of ICA 

programmes and South Africa notes the progress made under the 5th Phase of the 

Programme and welcomes the consultations towards the conceptualization of the sixth 

phase. 

 

Finally, we call upon the Organisation to adopt and implement staff recruitment and 

selection policies and processes to ensure equitable geographical diversity and gender 

representation particularly from Africa, in accordance with Article VIII of the Convention. 

 

Mr Chairperson, 

 

The Biological Weapons Convention constitutes an important contribution to the 

maintenance of international peace and security by preventing the threat posed by 

biological weapons. South Africa also remains committed to strengthening the BWC and 

its implementation. As with other WMDs, no cause could ever justify the use of such 

weapons by any actor under any circumstances given the devastating humanitarian 

consequences associated with all weapons of mass destruction. 



 

South Africa welcomes the work already done in the build-up to the Ninth BTWC Review 

Conference which represents an important opportunity to strengthen Convention and its 

balanced implementation.  Despite the practical challenges faced during the preparatory 

process, we believe that the work since the 8th RevCon provides a rich catalogue of ideas 

from which to craft a meaningful RevCon outcome.   

 

We support the NAM position that it is of great importance to strengthen the Convention 

through the resumption of the multilateral negotiations on a legally binding Protocol 

dealing with all Articles of the Convention in a balanced and comprehensive manner, 

including through verification measures.    

 

South Africa, as an African country and member of NAM, also shares the view that Article 

X should promote the right of States Parties to participate in the exchange of technology, 

equipment, materials and scientific information for peaceful purposes, and that States 

Parties in a position to do so, should contribute to the further development of scientific 

knowledge and discoveries in this field.  

 

South Africa also attaches great importance to the United Nations Secretary-General’s 

Mechanism (UNSGM).  With its unique but well-defined technical mandate to establish 

the facts regarding alleged chemical or biological weapon incidents and to report promptly 

the results of the investigations. We consider the legal situation of the Mechanism to be 

clear and unambiguous, and our experts do not find the current technical guidelines and 

procedures to be wanting.   

 

Mr Chairperson,  

 

In the area of conventional weapons, the resumption of in-person meetings following the 

COVID-19 pandemic has enabled us to take stock of developments in this field. 

 



This has included the Eighth Conference of States Parties to the Arms Trade Treaty, the 

Eighth Biennial Meeting of States to Consider the Implementation of the UN Programme 

of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light 

Weapons in All Its Aspects (UNPoA) as well as the Tenth Meeting of States Parties to the 

Convention on Cluster Munitions. 

 

South Africa is encouraged by discussions during the first two substantive sessions of the 

Open-ended Working Group on a new global framework on through-life ammunition 

management and is optimistic that this set of political commitments will achieve tangible 

results in the area of conventional ammunition safety and security.   

 

Since this year marks the 20th anniversary of the adoption of the UNPoA, South Africa is 

particularly honoured to introduce, along with our co-authors Colombia and Japan, the 

annual draft resolution entitled “The Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All 

Its Aspects”.  Following previous practice, the draft resolution builds on existing 

commitments and contains certain key recent developments and conference outcomes. 

 

Mr Chairperson, 

 

South Africa welcomes the progress that has been achieved in related to ICT in the 

context of peace and security in the General Assembly. In this vein, we congratulate the Member States 

for adopting the 2022 Annual Report of the Working Group and look forward to reaching common understandings on security 

of ICTs. It is now time to unite behind the single process and so we caution against the 

establishment of an unnecessary, parallel process to the Open-Ended working Group, 

that has proven to be capable of finding common ground in the emerging and ever-

changing ICT landscape.  

 

We believe that there is fundamental agreement on the significant peaceful benefits of 

outer space and on the importance of ensuring that space does not become an arena of 

weaponization or military contestation. South Africa hopes that Member States will be 



able to put aside their differences and have a productive discussion in the OEWG on 

outer space 

 

Mr Chairperson, 

 

The need for cooperation, compromise, and our collective efforts, particularly given the 

complex and geopolitically strained global security environment in which we find 

ourselves, is vital in order for us to fulfil our obligations in the maintenance of international 

peace and security. South Africa is strong proponent of multilateralism, adherence to 

international rule of law and the consistent and non-discriminatory application of relevant 

instruments in dealing with current and emerging global challenges.  

 

The disarmament machinery stands as a central means to achieve global security. It is 

therefore essential for the disarmament machinery components to be able to fulfil their 

respective mandates. While we remain concerned that the Conference on Disarmament 

is unable to engage in substantive work, we welcome that the United Nations 

Disarmament Commission was able to resume its consideration of matters related to 

outer space and nuclear disarmament under the Chairpersonship of South Africa’s 

Ambassador Xolisa Mabhongo, after not having met since 2019. While South Africa 

remains committed to a functioning Conference on Disarmament, it is regretted that the 

Conference could only agree on a technical 2-page annual report this year, a sad, but a 

fair reflection of the work done in the Conference. This shatters the illusion of substantive 

work being done in the Conference of Disarmament and diminish its relevancy. We call 

on Member States to show increased flexibility and a willingness to move beyond narrow 

interest to ensure that the Conference delivers on its mandate to negotiate multilateral 

disarmament instruments.  

 

Mr Chairperson,  

 

The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic is still being felt, with a number of meetings that 

were previously postponed having to be rescheduled within a truncated disarmament 



calendar. However, the disarmament community should congratulate itself for ensuring 

that the mandated meetings that were required to take place were convened. In 2022 

alone, we have resumed the sessions of the United Nations Disarmament Commission; 

held the Eighth Biennial Meeting of States Parties to Consider the Implementation of the 

UN Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms 

and Light Weapons in All its Aspects; continued the work of the Open-Ended Working 

Group on ICTs in the context of International Security; began work on the Open-Ended 

Working Group on Ammunition; held the month-long NPT Review Conference; convened 

the First Meeting of States Parties to the TPWN, to name a few. 

 

Mr Chairperson, 

  

We will elaborate our positions in more detail in the thematic discussions but would like 

to again reiterate our full cooperation with you and fellow delegations to ensure a fruitful 

outcome to the work of this important Committee. 

  

I thank you. 

 

 
 
  



 


