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Distinguished Delegates,  

 

It is my pleasure to address this joint panel discussion of the First and Fourth 

Committees on the topic of possible challenges to space security and sustainability.  

 

The organization of the joint effort of the First and Fourth Committees in 2015, 

2017, 2019 and now today, is proof of a joint commitment by UNOOSA and UNODA. 

Closer cooperation and coordination between our Offices were set in motion by the Group 

of Governmental Experts on Transparency and Confidence-Building Measures (TCBM) in 

Outer Space Activities and subsequent resolutions. 

 

Over decades, and as a Secretariat, UNOOSA has been at the forefront of assisting 

States members of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) in the 

global governance of outer space activities.  

 

As a UN entity, UNOOSA has also built up a robust capacity-building programme 

covering space science, technology, law and policy as the means to bridge the capabilities 

gap between countries. We are empowering efforts through a range of capacity-building 

and awareness increasing activities, including in the field of space sustainability, 

particularly for the benefit of developing countries. 

 

For over four decades, UNOOSA is mandated to maintain the central United 

Nations Register on Objects Launched into Outer Space, under the obligation of the 

Registration Convention of 1975. The Register functions as the core mechanism for treaty-

based transparency and confidence-building, and will be key to underpinning new and 

novel space missions, such as mega constellations, active debris removal, and in-orbit 
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transfer of ownership.  In recent years, we have seen an exponential growth in notifications 

on the change of status of space objects in orbit, information on re-entry events and de-

orbiting of space objects and similar information to enhance the safety of space operations.   

 

Any action to meet space security and sustainability concerns in its broader 

perspective, must relate to the fundamental development needs of all nations and people. 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development with its 17 Sustainable Development Goals 

accentuates how the future role of space exploration, science and technology and their 

application should be further manifested as indispensable tools in our efforts to address 

global challenges to all humanity.  This is a central area for COPUOS and UNOOSA. 

 

Today, there are gaps in access to space and solutions we generate from activities in 

orbit. We must strive to make access to, and the benefits of, space solutions genuinely 

universal. As we look ahead, there is no future where space will not be a critical tool. Last 

year, in 2021, the GA adopted the “Space2030” Agenda – space as a driver of sustainable 

development. Next year, 2023, the Summit of the Sustainable Development Goals will be 

held. Then we look towards the Summit of the Future in 2024. Related to this, the 

Secretary-General’s report “Our Common Agenda” gives UNOOSA incentives to continue 

the path in delivering capacity-building and increasing awareness on space tools for 

development needs.  

 

I look forward to the panel discussion and following interactive dialogue today. We 

have a common interest in maintaining outer space for peaceful purposes – this must be our 

key objective from a space-related perspective in securing peace, prosperity and sustainable 

development for all humanity. Building sustainability on Earth through sustainability in 

space is becoming increasingly crucial. 

 

In conclusion, allow me to invite all delegations to remain in this conference room 

after this meeting for our lunch-time event at 1.00 pm here in CR.4 to join our event on 

space for sustainable development on Earth observing the on-going exhibition here at the 

UN on “Space for Our Planet”.  

 

Thank you for your attention. 

__________________________ 
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