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Mr. Chair, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

 

The Candidate Countries Montenegro, Albania, the country of the Stabilisation and 

Association Process and potential candidate Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the EFTA country 

Iceland, member of the European Economic Area, as well as Georgia and Monaco align 

themselves with this statement. 

In 2022 the paradigms of both the global and the European security architecture changed 

drastically. The Russian Federation has invaded the sovereign country of Ukraine. It is using 

wide a range of conventional weapons, as well as cyberattacks, often in a manner that does not 

comply with International Humanitarian Law, and is using dangerous nuclear rhetoric and 

reckless repeated threats to use nuclear weapons. As the Special Representative of the EU 

Foreign and Security Policy, Joseph Borrell emphasized in his statement from 24th February:  

“These are among the darkest hours for Europe since World War II …. This is not 

only the greatest violation of international law, it is a violation of the basic principles 

of human co-existence. It is costing many lives with unknown consequences ahead of 

us”. 

 

The EU reiterates its strongest condemnation of the unprovoked and unjustified war of 

aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine. The Russian Federation, permanent 

member of the UN Security Council, is grossly violating international law, including the UN 

Charter, and it is severely undermining European and global security and stability. We strongly 

condemn the illegal referenda, which are gross violations of Ukrainian sovereignty and the UN 

Charter and, which took place under military coercion. The results of such actions are null and 

void and will not be recognised by the EU and its Member States. We firmly reject and 

unequivocally condemn the illegal annexation by Russia of Ukraine’s Donetsk, Luhansk, 

Zaporizhzhia and Kherson regions. We call on all states and international organisations to 

unequivocally reject their illegal annexation. We deplore deliberate escalatory steps by Russia, 

including the partial mobilisation of reservists. Moreover, Russia, as a nuclear weapon State, 
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has violated the security guarantees of the 1994 Budapest Memorandum, which Ukraine 

received after renouncing the nuclear weapons on its territory in the wake of the USSR collapse 

and joining the NPT as a non-nuclear weapon State. Russia has systemically breached the rules 

of International Humanitarian Law (IHL), causing superfluous injury and unnecessary 

suffering, especially among the civilian population. Holding Russia accountable for its 

violations of Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law is key in order to fight against 

impunity. We also condemn Belarus for its involvement in the Russian aggression against 

Ukraine. 

The European Union’s reaction to this brutal act of violence was therefore immediate, 

proportional, strong and united, in political, diplomatic, and economic terms. In the face of this 

affront to humanity, the EU and its Member States recall the binding character of the UN 

Charter in its entirety and stress the universality of the UN’s founding principles. The EU 

reaffirms its conviction that the major challenges of our time cannot be addressed by countries 

acting alone but must be tackled together through effective multilateralism and rules-based 

international cooperation. In achieving this we need to work in partnership with others, 

including civil society, the private sector and other stakeholders. 

The Russian war of aggression against Ukraine also heavily impacted the arms control, 

disarmament, and non-proliferation architecture, and hampered both multilateral and bilateral 

cooperation and work in this field.  

The long-awaited 10th Review Conference on the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT), 

which took place in August, was not able to adopt a final outcome document due to Russia 

blocking consensus. The EU, which was strongly engaged in preparations for the Conference 

as well as throughout the Review Conference, deeply regrets that no consensus was achieved. 

Nevertheless, the legally binding obligations enshrined in the NPT and commitments from the 

past Review Conferences remain valid. We are looking forward to the next review cycle. It will 

offer yet another urgent opportunity to achieve the progress that is needed to strengthen the 

NPT as the cornerstone of the global nuclear non-proliferation regime, the essential foundation 

for the pursuit of nuclear disarmament in accordance with Article VI of the NPT and an 

important element in the development of nuclear energy applications for peaceful purposes in 

accordance with Article IV of the NPT.  

The EU reaffirms its resolute commitment to and continued support for the full and effective 

implementation of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA). The EU is increasingly 

concerned at Iran’s continued actions inconsistent with the JCPOA and with severe, and in the 

case of R&D activities, irreversible proliferation implications. Some of these actions do not 

have any plausible civilian justification. The EU strongly urges Iran to return without delay to 

full JCPOA implementation, including all transparency measures. The EU supports the 

intensive diplomatic efforts within the JCPOA Joint Commission and the contacts of the EU 

High Representative as JCPOA Coordinator with all relevant partners to achieve a return to the 

JCPOA by the United States and the resumption of full implementation of all JCPOA 

commitments by the United States and Iran. The EU Member States regret that Iran has chosen 

not to seize the diplomatic opportunity as of yet and call on Iran to accept so that the JCPOA 
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would be fully restored. We wish to underscore that the JCPOA negotiation is separate from 

Iran’s legally binding obligations under the NPT, which are essential to the global non-

proliferation regime. The EU urges Iran to cooperate in full with the IAEA without any further 

delay or conditionality to resolve all pending safeguards issues, in accordance with its legally 

binding obligations under its NPT Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement. 

The DPRK’s unlawful launches of ballistic missiles this year threaten international and regional 

peace and security and warrant an appropriate response by the UN Security Council. The 

DPRK’s declarations that it will continue to develop its unlawful nuclear and missile 

capabilities, that it would be prepared to engage in the first use of nuclear weapons and that it 

will not engage in negotiations aimed at returning to compliance with its obligations under UN 

Security Council resolutions are a matter of grave concern, as are reports of continued activity 

at the Punggye-ri nuclear test site. The EU urges the DPRK to engage in meaningful discussions 

with all relevant parties to build a basis for sustainable peace and security and to take steps 

aimed at pursuing Complete, Verifiable, Irreversible Denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula. 

The DPRK must abandon its nuclear weapons, any other weapons of mass destruction and its 

ballistic missiles and related programmes in a complete, verifiable, and irreversible manner. 

The EU strongly underlines that the actions taken by the DPRK cannot confer the status of a 

nuclear weapon State in accordance with the NPT or any special status whatsoever. Until the 

DPRK complies with its obligations under UN Security Council Resolutions, the EU will 

continue to implement strict sanctions and we urge all UN Members to fully implement all 

UNSC sanctions.  

Furthermore, promoting universal adherence to and the entry into force of the Comprehensive 

Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) remains a top priority for the EU. The CTBT has become an 

effective instrument and we reiterate our full confidence in the Treaty’s verification regime, 

which has demonstrated its ability to provide independent and reliable data that will help to 

deter noncompliance with the Treaty once it enters into force, and to respond to threats to 

international peace and security. All EU Member States have ratified the CTBT and are abiding 

by its obligations. We urge all States, which have not yet done so, to sign and ratify the CTBT, 

to abide by a moratorium on nuclear weapon test explosions or any other nuclear explosion, 

and to refrain from any action that would defeat the object and purpose of the Treaty.   

Mr. Chair. 

Advancing disarmament, non-proliferation and arms control will be a vital part of the UN`s 

“New Agenda for Peace”. The EU will continue to support the multilateral instruments against 

chemical and biological weapons in order to uphold the comprehensive legal prohibitions of 

these categories of weapons of mass destruction, and to ensure there can be no impunity for 

those who use them. We are firmly committed to contributing to a successful outcome of the 

Ninth Review Conference of the BTWC and the Fifth Review Conference of the CWC. The 

EU also strongly supports the UN Secretary-General’s Mechanism for Investigation of Alleged 

Use of Chemical and Biological Weapons, which is the only independent international 

instrument for investigating alleged use of biological weapons. 



4 
 

The EU is committed to promoting the full application of existing international law in 

cyberspace and will work with international partners to prevent conflict and advance 

cooperation and international peace and security through the normative framework for 

responsible State behaviour in cyberspace, the implementation of confidence building 

measures, and support for cyber capacity building. Regarding the work ahead of us, the EU will 

prioritise strengthening the existing strategic framework for conflict prevention and stability in 

cyberspace. In particular, the EU will work with Member States and international partners to 

advance the proposal of a forthcoming resolution to establish a Programme of Action to 

Advance Responsible State Behaviour in Cyberspace (Cyber PoA). 

The EU will also continue to support and strengthen conventional arms control instruments as 

well as the multilateral export control regimes. Russia’s violation of existing Confidence and 

Security Building Measures and conventional arms control commitments damaged the 

European security architecture. We will strive to universalize the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban 

Convention and the full implementation of the Oslo Action Plan. We also fully support the 

humanitarian goal of the Cluster Munition Convention. The EU will further address emerging 

challenges including those related to lethal autonomous weapons systems (LAWS) within the 

framework of the CCW, advocate responsible military use of new technologies, promote 

responsible space behaviours, and support efforts for the prevention of an arms race in outer 

space. We also call on all UN Member States to join the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) and strongly 

encourages the full implementation of the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and 

Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW) in All Its Aspects. 

We especially welcome as an important achievement of international community, the 

conclusion of the Political Declaration Process on Strengthening the Protection of Civilians 

from the Humanitarian Consequences arising from the use of Explosive Weapons in Populated 

Areas (EWIPA), in a process led by Ireland following the launch by Austria at an international 

conference in Vienna in 2019. The Declaration aims at reducing harm and strengthening the 

protection of civilians in armed conflict. This is a positive sign that the international community 

can still work together to achieve a tangible outcome despite the extremely challenging 

international circumstances. 

Mr. Chair, 

Gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls are important cross-cutting 

priorities for the EU. We commend the UN Secretary-General for the continued implementation 

of the entire Women, Peace and Security agenda and welcome his efforts to promote gender 

equality and improve women’s full, active, equal, and meaningful participation and agency, 

including in leadership positions in disarmament, non-proliferation and arms control fora.  

I thank you, Mr. Chair. 


