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Mr. Chair, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the fourteen Member 

States of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) on all 

disarmament and international security agenda items.  

 

Mr. Chair, 

CARICOM congratulates you and the members of the 

bureau on your election. You have the support of our 

delegations, and we wish you and the bureau every success. 

We also express our gratitude to your predecessor His 

Excellency Omar Hilale of Morocco for ably leading our work 

during the 76th Session. 

 

Mr. Chair, 

CARICOM reiterates its belief that the world is at the most 

critical juncture since World War II. One year later, our outlook 

has grown even more pessimistic. We are confronted by 



 

 

increasingly diminishing prospects for sustainable peace and 

security around the world. We fully agree with Secretary-

General Guterres’ assessment at the opening of the high-

level debate on September 20, 2022. He stated: “Our world is 

in big trouble. Divides are growing deeper. Inequalities are 

growing wider. Challenges are spreading farther.” The 

Secretary-General further stated that “We need hope — and 

more. We need action.” CARICOM relies on the rule of law to 

guarantee our right to a secure and peaceful existence. We 

therefore continue to urge all States to act consistently within 

the framework of the Charter of the United Nations on all 

disarmament and international security matters. 

 

Mr. Chair, 

Illegal arms and ammunition are sourced from outside our 

region. The human community; and institutional and resource 

damage done by gun violence is an immediate and 



 

 

profound threat to the security and stability of the Member 

States of CARICOM. Firearm use, in particular, high-powered 

weapons, account for most homicides in our region. This 

violence is antithetical to CARICOM’s Agenda 2030 

ambitions. The consequences are devastating for citizens 

and law enforcement officials.  

 

Mr. Chair, 

The CARICOM Implementation Agency for Crime and 

Security (IMPACS) is working to strengthen regional peace 

and security through the implementation of the Caribbean 

Firearms Roadmap. The roadmap is to prevent, combat, and 

eradicate the illicit trade in firearms in all its aspects. Among 

other initiatives, measures include:  

• Assistance to CARICOM Members in making and 

enacting our respective Firearms National Action Plans 

in partnership with UNLIREC. 



 

 

• Conducting comprehensive, evidence-based study of 

illicit arms trafficking to and within the Caribbean and 

the socio-economic costs of this trafficking. The study is 

expected to be finalized by December 2022. 

• Establishment of a Crime Gun Intelligence Unit 

 

Mr. Chair, 

We have joined efforts as a region to confront these 

problems. However, cooperation at the multilateral level is an 

absolute requirement. CARICOM reiterates its commitment 

to the Arms Trade Treaty; a critical framework in addressing 

the network of the illicit arms trade. 

CARICOM continues to place high priority on the United 

Nations Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and 

Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in 

all Its Aspects (UN-POA) and the International Tracing 

Instrument. The full and effective implementation of the 



 

 

Tracing Instrument remains a key component in the reduction 

of armed violence. We therefore welcomed that a 

consensus outcome document emerged from BMS8, which 

was held earlier this year. 

 

Mr. Chair, 

CARICOM attaches great importance to the 

operationalization of the Roadmap for Implementing the 

Caribbean Priority Actions on the Illicit Proliferation of Firearms 

and Ammunition across the Caribbean in a Sustainable 

Manner by 2030. It is our belief that the roadmap will 

contribute to the attainment of Agenda 2030, and in 

particular, SDG 16.4, which addresses the reduction of illicit 

financial and arms flows by 2030. We express our profound 

appreciation and gratitude to our international partners for 

the assistance provided in pursuit of this necessary endeavor. 

 



 

 

Mr. Chair, 

For all of digital technology’s proven benefits, we must 

acknowledge that it empowers criminal networks to work 

across jurisdictions. Such activities are - yes - a security threat 

to our region; but further, these networks compromise and 

frustrate national strategies for socio-economic 

development.  

 

Resilience-building in the region is important. The CARICOM 

Implementation Agency for Crime and Security therefore 

includes initiatives in collaboration with international partners, 

among other things, aimed at a regional cybercrime policy 

and legislative guidance document as consistent with the 

objectives of the CARICOM Cyber Security and Cybercrime 

Strategy.  

 

Mr. Chair, 



 

 

We commit to the production of harmonizing policy and 

legislation among Member States. 

 

Mr. Chair, 

CARICOM is deeply concerned about the modernization 

and acceleration of nuclear and other arsenals. We were 

encouraged earlier this year by a Joint Statement of the 

Leaders of the Five Nuclear-Weapon States. They affirmed: 

“a nuclear war cannot be won and must never be fought.” 

Yet, a few months later we are dismayed by both explicit and 

implicit threats that have increased the likelihood of the use 

of nuclear weapons. In this regard, CARICOM fully supports 

the Secretary-General’s view that nuclear weapons offer no 

security — just carnage and chaos. Elimination of nuclear 

weapons would be the greatest gift we could bestow on 

future generations. 

 



 

 

Mr. Chair, 

As part of a region, which established the first nuclear 

weapon free zone, pursuant to the Treaty of Tlateloco, 

CARICOM was pleased to join the international community 

in welcoming the entry into force of the Treaty on the 

Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons on January 22, 2021. Our 

support for the TPNW is grounded in the firm belief that the 

use or threat of use of nuclear weapons would be a gross 

violation of the Charter of the United Nations, a crime against 

humanity and a violation of international humanitarian law. 

 

Additionally, CARICOM welcomed the convening of the First 

Meeting of States Parties of the TPNW, which took place in 

Vienna earlier this year, and which saw the adoption of the 

Vienna Action Plan and Declaration of the First Meeting of 

States Parties. 

 



 

 

As a region, it gives us great satisfaction and pride to note 

that two CARICOM Member States, Barbados and Haiti 

count among the most recent signatories of the TPNW, while 

Grenada joined the list of States Parties in June this year. 

CARICOM continues to encourage all Member States to 

support the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, as 

it is a vital and progressive step towards achieving a world 

free of nuclear weapons. 

 

Mr. Chair, 

It is widely acknowledged that the Treaty on the Non-

proliferation of Nuclear Weapons is the foundation of the 

nuclear non-proliferation regime. Yet, it is regrettable that 

there still exists an absence of trust and good faith in 

negotiations on nuclear disarmament. It is indeed regrettable 

that the international community was unable to agree on a 



 

 

consensus outcome document at the 10th Review 

Conference of the NPT. 

 

We also continue to reiterate our encouragement to Nuclear 

Weapon States to implement - sooner rather than later - their 

nuclear disarmament commitments under article VI of the 

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. 

 

Mr. Chair, 

CARICOM expresses its disappointment that 26 years after 

the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty opened for 

signature, it still has not entered into force. To that end, we 

continue to urge ratification by the remaining Annex II 

countries to enable its entry into force. 

 

Mr. Chair, 



 

 

The promotion of gender equality and gender equity, and 

the full and meaningful participation of young people in all 

decision-making processes on matters related to 

disarmament, non-proliferation and arms control remains a 

priority for us in CARICOM. In this context, Trinidad and 

Tobago, with the support of CARICOM, will again table the 

resolution entitled, ‘Women, Disarmament, Non-proliferation 

and Arms Control’, during this session of the Committee. 

CARICOM welcomes and values the support of all Member 

States for this forward- looking resolution. 

 

Mr. Chair, 

CARICOM acknowledges with gratitude, the important work 

done by UN-LIREC with Member States in the region. We also 

continue to underscore our appreciation for the technical 

support provided by the International Atomic Energy Agency 



 

 

and the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 

Weapons. 

 

In closing, we recognize the vital and insightful role that civil 

society continues to play in the field of disarmament and 

international security. We acknowledge their unique 

perspective and contribution. We undertake to continue our 

collaboration with civil society to make progress in 

disarmament and international peace and security. 

 

Mr. Chair, 

I thank you for your attention.  


