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Statement by Delegation of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic 

 on General Exchange of Views at the  

Sixteenth Conference of the High Contracting Parties to Protocol V on Explosive 

Remnants of War to the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use 

of Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW)  

14 November 2022, Geneva. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

            On behalf of the Delegation of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, I would 

like to congratulate your excellency on your election as the chairman of the Sixteenth 

Conference of the High Contracting Parties to Protocol V of CCW. I am confident that 

under your leadership, our meeting will be guided towards a successful conclusion.  

 

Mr. Chairman, 

As you are aware Explosive Remnants of War (ERW) continue to heavily 

impact the livelihoods of civilian people around the world including Lao PDR. ERW 

still remains a challenge to our national socio-economic development as they are 

obstacles to the agriculture and othereconomic development projects and continue to 

kill innocent people in the rural area.  

The Government of the Lao PDR has deployed all efforts in addressing this 

issue by conducting survey, clearance, risk education and victim assistance. The Lao 

PDR has carried out the clearance of ERW since 1996, for more than 25 years, but 

contamination area remains extremely vast. Therefore, a huge amount of resources is 

required for the clearance, public awareness campaign, and victim assistance.      

 

The Lao PDR welcomes the substantial progress in the implementation of the 

Protocol V on ERW of CCW in the country.  For the year 2022, we have made a great 

progress on this issue.  More than 60,252 items of ERW, which include 46,008 

cluster munitions were destroyed; more than 3,538.36 hectares of land contaminated 

by ERW have been cleared, this include agriculture and developing land; more than 

5,750 survivors have been provided with medical assistance and received physical 

rehabilitation, and some of them were reintegrated into social and economic 

activities. Community Awareness Activities about the risk of ERW which include 

village presentations, educational films and school visits, have been conducted that 

benefited more than 169,565 people.  
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  Mr. Chairman, 

 

These achievements are the result of the extensive collaboration, cooperation 

and assistance among States Parties, Signatory, and supportive States to the 

Convention, as well as international organizations and development partners and civil 

society, expressing their strong will and commitment in achieving a world free from 

Explosive Remnants of War. These productive dynamics and extensive mutual 

support have enabled us to achieve a better implementation of the Protocol V. We, 

therefore, believe that cooperation and assistance are key elements in order to meet 

obligations under the Protocol V.  

 

  The achievement in the country can not be reached without the international 

support and assistance. On behalf of the Lao Government, I would like to take this 

opportunity to express our sincere appreciation to all donor countries, and 

international organizations for their support and assistance provided to address the 

daunting challenges posed by ERW in the Lao PDR that goes beyond its national 

capacity due to limited funding, human resources and modern technologies.    

       As one of the most heavily affected countries, the Lao PDR has been actively 

promoting the universalization of the Protocol V in order to prevent further 

victimization of mankind caused by UXOs. Therefore, the Lao PDR welcome the 

outcomes of previous Conference of the High Contracting Parties to Protocol V and 

look forward to the successful conclusion of the Sixteenth Conference of the High 

Contracting Parties to Protocol V on ERW this year. The Lao PDR would like once 

again to take this opportunity to call upon those countries that have not yet acceded to 

Protocol V of CCW to do so in order to achieve a world free from ERW including 

cluster munitions. 

 

Mr. Chairman,  

          The Lao PDR as the most affected country by UXO, reaffirms its strong 

commitment to work with all High Contracting Parties to the Convention and 

international community in fulfilling the obligations and objective of Protocol V. We 

hope that during this Sixteenth Conference of High Contracting Parties to Protocol V, 

we will be able to take stock of what has been achieved in the implementation of the 

Convention and to identify measures to further facilitate the implementation of its 

Protocol and we remain committed to working with all partners to achieve this goal.  

 

I thank you, Mr. Chairman. 


