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16TH
 CONFERENCE OF THE HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES  

TO THE PROTOCOL ON EXPLOSIVE REMNANTS OF WAR (PROTOCOL V) TO THE 

CONVENTION ON PROHIBITIONS OR RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF CERTAIN 

CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS WHICH MAY BE DEEMED TO BE EXCESSIVELY 

INJURIOUS OR TO HAVE INDISCRIMINATE EFFECTS (CCW) 

Geneva, 14 November 2022 

Statement by Germany during Agenda item 8 General exchange of views 

Mister President, 

As this is the first time we take the floor, Germany wishes to thank you, Mr. 

President, for convening and chairing this 16th Annual Conference of State Parties to 

the Protocol on Explosive Remnants of War. We would also like to assure you of the 

full cooperation and support of the German delegation in your work.  

Germany fully aligns itself with the statement delivered by the European Union. 

Explosive Remnants of War (ERW), such as unexploded artillery shells, mortar shells, 

hand grenades, cluster munitions, bombs and similar weapons, hinder humanitarian 

access in conflict zones and constitute a serious and long-lasting threat to civilian 

populations. Thus, Germany reaffirms its full commitment to Protocol V and supports 

efforts to strengthen, promote and implement this important instrument. 
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On its land territory including internal waters, Germany still is affected by existing 

explosive remnants of war as defined in Article 2 paragraph 5 of this Protocol. 

Germany is working on the clearance of a former military training site that has been 

used by forces of the former Warsaw Pact from 1953 to 1993 close to 

Wittstock/Brandenburg. In dealing with this legacy from the past, Germany takes its 

own measures of clearance, removal, destruction and precaution. However, there are 

various risk factors that decrease the speed of cluster munition clearance, such as: 

• the high density of contamination and high variety of types of ERW,  

• enhanced fire hazard, owing to serious drought in the region, that requires 

additional clearing work related to fire protection, especially around blasting 

areas,  

• shortages in qualified clearance personnel, 

• and delivery times of up to 6 months for new and replacement cluster 

munition clearing equipment. 

Germany remains fully committed to the objectives and principles of Protocol V and 

reaffirms its continuous support to other State Parties affected by explosive remnants 

of war, to significantly reduce the threat that unexploded, abandoned or unsafely stored 

explosive ordnance pose to civilian populations. 

Therefore, Germany is providing on a voluntary basis substantial bilateral assistance 

to other states affected by explosive remnants of war (ERW), both High Contracting 

Parties and non-High Contracting Parties to Protocol V. We support clearance and 

survey, risk education, victim assistance, advocacy, and stockpile destruction – as 

well as coordination efforts in affected countries. In 2022, Germany has allocated 

around 50Million EUR for this purpose. This engagement included comprehensive 

victim assistance projects in some of the most contaminated countries such as Iraq 
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and Syria, ranging from prosthetics to physical and psychosocial therapy for victims 

and capacity building for specialised local health care services. 

Wherever possible, Germany is pursuing with the Humanitarian-Development-Peace 

Nexus - or HDP Nexus - a wholesome approach. We regard our bilateral assistance 

also as parts of wider efforts to pursue other goals: In Colombia, we regard clearing 

ERW as a pre-condition to peace and reconciliation. Especially in regions that are 

regularly affected by droughts, clearing lands becomes an important cornerstone for 

access to much-needed arable lands – and thus development. 

In partnership with International Organizations and NGOs, Germany also continues 

to provide considerable financial, technical, and staff support to programmes 

dedicated to physical security and stockpile management in many parts of the world.  

Through our financial support, technical training, and capacity-building, we strive to 

eradicate the daily threat that unexploded, abandoned or unsafely or insecurely stored 

explosive ordnance pose to populations in need for humanitarian assistance and 

development.  

But it is not just on land that unexploded ordnance poses a grave danger even several 

generations after a conflict ended. Munitions dumped at sea pose a grave threat to 

humans and marine life alike. Just to give one example – 400,000 tonnes of 

conventional explosives and 40,000 tonnes of chemical weapons litter the sea floor of 

the Baltic Sea alone. This is why we made the issue of dumped munitions a priority 

during the German presidency at the Council of Baltic Sea States. We want to raise 

awareness of this issue and find ways forward to defuse this ticking time bomb on the 

seabed. 

With regard to the production, procurement and use of explosive ordnance, the 

highest possible standards of reliability, serviceability and safety design requirements 
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are to be met. While handling and storage of explosive ordnance are in general 

regulated by national policies and procedures, Germany fully supports the UN 

SaferGuard guide to International Ammunition Technical Guidelines (IATG). 

Germany commends the work of the IATG Technical Review Board  in regularly 

further developing this excellent frame of reference for national authorities to 

improve safety, security and efficiency in conventional ammunition stockpile 

management.  

While the IATG provide essential technical orientation, Germany is convinced that 

ammunition safety and security could be enhanced even more by developing a multi-

layered comprehensive framework for  safe, secure and sustainable through-life 

conventional ammunition management, in which the IATG would form an important 

basis.  

Such a framework could also positively affect Protocol V as it could potentially reduce 

ERW. We are therefore grateful for the overwhelming support at the UNGA First 

Committee for the resolution on conventional ammunition that Germany tabled last 

year together with France. The Open-Ended Working-Group to elaborate a set of 

political commitments on conventional ammunition as a new global framework, 

established by this resolution under the auspices of the General Assembly, is well under 

way. Together with voluntary actions at national, sub-regional and regional level, this 

new global framework could form a multilayer comprehensive framework addressing 

the existing gaps in through-life management of ammunition from the point of 

production until disposal or use. We would be grateful for the continued support of the 

High Contracting Parties to this important process with an immediate bearing on the 

CCW’s work. 

By waging its unprovoked, unjustified and illegal war of aggression against Ukraine, 

Russia has violated the UN Charter and other fundamental principles of international 

law. We call on Russia to immediately put an end to the war it started, to end the tragic 
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suffering and loss of life it continues to cause and to respect the principles and condemn 

all violations of IHL, including Protocol V, emphasizing the obligations to respect 

strictly the relevant provisions of IHL. Germany unequivocally condemns any attack 

against civilians or civilian objects as well as any indiscriminate attack, including 

attacks employing cluster munitions in populated areas, as such attacks constitute a 

blatant violation of international humanitarian law. Furthermore, remnants of these 

attacks will pose a long-lasting threat to civilian population. Since February 2022 

Germany has dedicated around 9.4 Million EUR to humanitarian mine action in 

Ukraine alone, which encompasses risk education, survey as well as clearing mines 

and explosive remnants of war. Germany will continue to support humanitarian mine 

action in Ukraine. 

 

Thank you, Mister President.  

 


