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Statement under Agenda Item 8 – General Exchange of Views 

Geneva, 14 November 2022 

 

Delivered by Mr. Bruno Donat, Chief, Geneva office, UNMAS 

 

Thank you, Mr. President1, 

 

This statement is delivered on behalf of the United Nations Inter-Agency Coordination 

Group on Mine Action2.  

 

Mr. President, 

As this is the first time that I am taking the floor, I would like to congratulate you on 

assuming the Presidency of the 16th Annual Conference of the High Contracting Parties to Protocol 

V to the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons. 

 

Excellencies,  

The effective implementation of this Protocol is crucial to reducing the civilian harm 

caused by explosive remnants of war (ERW). ERW contamination causes loss of civilian lives, 

precludes the safe mobility and return of Internally Displaced Persons and refugees, and has direct 

and indirect environmental impacts. Safe removal is complex, costly, and dangerous, especially in 

populated areas, where accidents during explosive ordnance disposal operations pose a significant 

risk.  

In Afghanistan, for example, there are still 193 battlefields, occupying over 99 km2, that 

require clearance. The United Nations calls on High Contracting Parties to prioritize and allocate 

resources to ERW clearance, risk education, and trainings on innovations for the safe removal of 

ERW.  

 

Mr. President,  

To clear hazardous areas efficiently and safely, operators need to know the location and 

composition of the contamination. Effective data management and information sharing are critical 

 
1 H. E. Ambassador Ignacio Sanchez de Lerin, Spanish Permanent Mission in Geneva, President of the 16th Annual 

Conference of the High Contracting Parties to Protocol V to the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons. 
2  The United Nations Inter-Agency Coordination Group on Mine Action consists of twelve United Nations 

Departments and Offices of the Secretariat, specialized agencies, funds and programmes: the United Nations Mine 

Action Service of the Department of Peace Operations, the Office for Disarmament Affairs, the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, the 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), the Office of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Entity for 

Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women), the United Nations Office for Project Services 

(UNOPS), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the World Food Programme (WFP) 

and the World Health Organization (WHO). The United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR) and 

the World Bank are observers.  
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to the success of clearance operations. Article 4 of this Protocol provides that information on the 

use and abandonment of explosive ordnance must be recorded by parties to armed conflicts and 

made available once fighting has ended. The United Nations calls on all High Contracting Parties 

to fully implement this Article to expedite the survey, marking and clearance of ERW. 

 

Excellencies,  

When preventative measures such as advocacy, explosive ordnance risk education and 

clearance have not succeeded in avoiding ERW accidents, there is an obligation to alleviate the 

suffering caused.  

 

The United Nations calls on High Contracting Parties to implement the victim assistance 

obligations outlined in Article 8.2 of this Protocol. States should provide adequate funding for 

victim assistance and should cooperate with international and civil society organizations to make 

services available, accessible, and affordable to victims, especially in rural areas.  

 

Mr. President,  

Victim data records indicate that children are the dominant victims of ERW-related 

incidents. In Afghanistan, between August 2021 and May 2022, the UN verified over 550 child 

casualties from explosive ordnance in 27 provinces, the vast majority by ERW. In one incident, 

nine members of one family, including four girls and two boys, were reportedly killed in November 

2021 when an explosive remnant of war went off inside a home in northeastern Kunduz province. 

Three children were injured in that incident. Apparently, one of the children had unknowingly 

brought the unexploded device into the home after finding it in a nearby field. 

 

Excellencies,  

At-risk communities continue to lack the necessary knowledge on risk awareness and safe 

behavior, particularly in areas where survey and clearance activities have not yet been 

implemented. Explosive ordnance risk education (EORE) messages constitute the most viable 

short-term and medium-term strategy to protect and save the lives of civilians, especially in those 

areas where access for clearance is restricted. Predictable funding is essential to design effective 

EORE interventions. The coverage of EORE messages must increase and these messages need to 

be context-specific and target beneficiaries in an age, gender, disability, and conflict-sensitive 

manner.  

 

In Yemen, UNICEF’s combined EORE mass messaging through television, radio, text 

messaging, in-person schools and community-based activities reached more than 3 million 

children (49 per cent of whom were girls) and more than 2.6 million adults. UNICEF indicates that 

previous disability-inclusive campaigns demonstrated that children with hearing impairments are 

powerful agents of change in their communities; therefore, the 2021 campaign ensured sign 

language was available for the television campaign elements. 
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Mr. President,  

The United Nations urges all parties to adhere to their responsibilities and step up efforts 

to clear existing mines and ERW, provide victim assistance, educate children and communities 

about the risks and risk avoidant behaviors. 

 

Advancing the universalization of Protocol V is critical to reducing the human cost of 

armed conflicts. The United Nations commends the Philippines for joining the Protocol and 

encourages the remaining 29 High Contracting Parties to do the same.   

 

Thank you.  

END. 

 


