
 
 
 

Courtesy translation 
 

Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW) 
Meeting of the High Contracting Parties 

Geneva, 16 November 2022 
 

 
 

Mr Chairperson,  

 

I am compelled to exercise my country's right of reply following the intervention of the 

representative of the Russian Federation.  

France takes note of Russia's allegations regarding the possible presence of French-made anti-

tank mines on Ukrainian territory. 

France fully complies with its obligations under the 1997 Ottawa Convention on the Prohibition 

of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their 

Destruction, and also under the 1980 Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of 

Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have 

Indiscriminate Effects, in particular its Second Protocol on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the 

Use of Mines, Booby-Traps and Other Devices, as amended on 3 May 1996. The anti-tank 

mines held by the French armed forces are fully compliant with these obligations and even go 

beyond them, as they include robust self-neutralising mechanisms. France, together with the 

United Kingdom, has stated since 2006 that it is ready to strengthen the legal framework 

applicable to anti-vehicle mines. In contrast, the Russian Federation has always been opposed 

to strengthening the legal framework applicable to anti-vehicle mines, as demonstrated by its 

statements at the CCW's Sixth Review Conference. 

 

Thank you, Mr Chairperson./. 
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