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STATEMENT BY TÜRKİYE 

 

2022 MEETING OF HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES TO THE 

CONVENTION ON CERTAIN CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS (CCW) 

16-18 NOVEMBER 2022 

        

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 

 

 

Mr. President, 

 

Please allow me to congratulate you on your Presidency of the 2022 Meeting of 

the High Contracting Parties to the CCW. Please be assured of our full 

cooperation and support. 

 

The Convention is an essential and integral part of IHL, which prohibits or 

restricts the use of certain conventional weapons with indiscriminate effects and 

aims to prevent and reduce people's suffering. 

 

Universalizing the CCW would surely pave the way for a more secure world and 

increase global prosperity. In this regard, Türkiye strongly encourages all the 

remaining countries to join this fundamental international regime at the earliest 

opportunity.  

 

Annual compliance reports are valuable tools for confidence-building, 

transparency, cooperation and assistance. Türkiye regularly delivers its national 

reports on time and encourages all High Contracting Parties to do so.  

 

Mr. President, 

 

The increased attacks against civilians and civilian infrastructure around the world 

by using a set of weaponry that includes those prohibited by the CCW are deeply 

worrying and unacceptable. 

 

This is the case, including but not limited to, in Syria, Yemen and Ukraine. 

 

The indiscriminate attacks on civilian areas using mortar shelling, rocket 

launchers and car bombs must stop. 
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Mr. President, 

 

The use of IEDs by terrorist groups has indiscriminate effects and devastating 

impacts at all levels, particularly on civilians. Türkiye is one of the countries 

which has also been targeted by such heinous terrorist acts.  

 

Only a few days ago, on 13 November 2022, a terrorist bombing by the PKK/YPG 

terrorist organization claimed the lives of 6 civilians, including 2 children while 

wounding tens of others in İstanbul. 
 

We must combat terrorism in solidarity and cooperation irrespective of their 

rationale or motivations. 

 

We should increase international cooperation and assistance in order to curb 

access by terrorists to military explosives such as insufficiently secured 

ammunition and IEDs’ precursor materials. We look forward to continuing work 

on IEDs in the Group of Experts under the AP II. 

 

Mr. President, 

 

Türkiye believes that the CCW is the right forum to address the challenges posed 

by the emerging technologies on LAWS given its extensive technical, 

humanitarian, military and diplomatic expertise. We welcome the Group of 

Governmental Experts' work over the past years and acknowledge its substantial 

contribution, including the 11 Guiding Principles. GGE discussions increased our 

common understanding of various legal, military and technological aspects of 

LAWS. 

 

We believe that the development and use of autonomous weapons systems which 

does not have meaningful human control are undesirable and risk compliance with 

our obligations steamming from the IHL. Humans (commanders and operators) 

have to be involved in the decision loop and bear the ultimate responsibility when 

dealing with the decision of life and death in order to ensure compliance with 

International Law, in particular IHL. 

 

Regarding the decision on the budget taken at the 6th RevCon, although we 

welcome the closure of the accounts, we would like to remind that the 

sustainability of the implementation of CCW and the continuity of ISU support 

fundamentally depends on the timely payment of contributions by all States 

Parties. 

 

Let me conclude by reiterating our commitment to fully implement the 

Convention and its annexed Protocols to which it is a party.  

 

Thank you, Mr. President. 


