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Thank you, Mr. President1. 

 

This statement is delivered on behalf of the United Nations Inter-Agency Coordination 

Group on Mine Action2.  

 

As this is the first time that I am taking the floor, I would like to congratulate you on 

assuming the Presidency of the 2022 Meeting of the High Contracting Parties to the Convention 

on Certain Conventional Weapons. You can count on the full support of the United Nations.  

 

Excellencies,  

Since the Sixth Review Conference of this Convention, one year ago, excessively injurious 

and indiscriminate weapons have continued to cause grave civilian harm, and conflicts around the 

world inflict relentless suffering on civilians. Around 52 million people are deemed to be in need 

of mine action assistance according to 2022 Humanitarian Needs Overviews.  

 

In Ukraine, multiple incidents of civilians involving mines and other unexploded ordnance 

have been reported, including personnel conducting repairs to civilian infrastructure.  

 

In Myanmar, as the conflict has intensified over the past 20 months, the explosive ordnance 

contamination, human rights violations and displacement have reached an unprecedented level. 

All 15 states and regions in Myanmar are now believed to be contaminated.  

 

Excellencies,  

It is well documented that the use of explosive weapons in populated areas is one of the 

main causes of civilian suffering and destruction. When explosive weapons are used in populated 

 

1 H. E. Ambassador Zbigniew Czech of Poland, Chairperson of the 2022 Meeting of the High Contracting Parties to 

the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons. 
2  The United Nations Inter-Agency Coordination Group on Mine Action consists of twelve United Nations 

Departments and Offices of the Secretariat, specialized agencies, funds and programmes: the United Nations Mine 

Action Service of the Department of Peace Operations, the Office for Disarmament Affairs, the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, the 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), the Office of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Entity for 

Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women), the United Nations Office for Project Services 

(UNOPS), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the World Food Programme (WFP) 

and the World Health Organization (WHO). The United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR) and 

the World Bank are observers.  
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areas, 90% of the casualties are civilians. The United Nations calls on all parties to any conflict to 

avoid the use of explosive weapons in populated areas and encourages all States to endorse the 

Political Declaration on strengthening the protection of civilians from the humanitarian 

consequences arising from the use of explosive weapons in populated areas.  

 

The United Nations also urges all parties to conflicts to comply with their legal obligations 

under International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights Law.  

 

Excellencies,  

In 2020, anti-vehicle mines killed 163 individuals, as reported in the Landmine Monitor 

20213. The United Nations remains concerned by the residual and new contamination caused by 

mines other than antipersonnel mines (MOTAPM) and would welcome a reinvigoration of 

discussions on MOTAPM under the framework of the CCW. The United Nations calls on High 

Contracting Parties to collect accurate data, disaggregated by sex, age, and disability, on the type 

of mines that cause incidents, to better understand the impact of this threat on civilians and 

humanitarian work.  

 

Mr. President,  

The universalization, full implementation, and strict compliance with the Convention on 

Certain Conventional Weapons and its Protocols are as essential now as they have ever been. In 

this context, the United Nations welcomes and congratulates the Republic of Malawi for joining 

the Convention this year - the first State to do so since 2017. The United Nations hopes that this 

example will inspire other States to do the same and stands ready to support the universalization 

efforts under this Convention and its Protocols.  

Thank you. 

END. 

 

3 2021 Landmine Monitor, p. 44.  


