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Mr Chair, 

Today, IEDs cause more civilian casualties globally than commercially manufactured 

landmines. They also account for nearly half of all casualties from explosive incidents. 

Enduring IED contamination creates an environment of sustained insecurity and hinders post-

conflict recovery.  

Aware of the urgency to address these humanitarian impacts, the GICHD has worked to 

identify ways to address the specific threats posed by improvised devices. 

IEDs are not new, and their presence has posed challenges to humanitarian demining for 

many years. But today, the increased levels and density of IED contamination, especially in 

urban areas, have pushed the sector to develop additional guidance and methods to remove 

IED threats safely, efficiently and effectively, thus preventing harm to civilians and enabling 

broader humanitarian, peace and development efforts.  

As the Secretary of the Review Board of the International Mine Action Standards, the GICHD 

has coordinated the development of IMAS 09.31 on “IED Disposal”, IMAS 09.13 on “Building 

Clearance” and an Annex to IMAS 07.14 on “Threat Analysis and Threat Assessment in 

Environments Affected by IEDs”.  

In 2021, the Centre launched an “IED clearance good practice guide` that provides technical 

content on specific techniques and procedures of IED search and disposal. The Guide is 

specifically designed to inform the development of National Mine Action Standards (NMAS) 

and Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs), including on training and policies on IEDs. 

Finally, as an active member and Secretary of the EORE Advisory Group, the GICHD has also 

led discussions on risk education methods, tools and approaches that are part of broader IED 

responses. These have led, among others, to the development of the IMAS Technical Note 

12.10/01 on `Risk education for Improvised explosive devices` which is used extensively in 

the field.  

The GICHD will continue to develop guidance and promote good practice in addressing IED 

threats. We will keep this membership appraised of relevant developments, with a view to 

making a concrete contribution to the work of Amended Protocol II.  

Thank you 


