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Thank you, Mr. President1. 

This statement is delivered on behalf of the United Nations Inter-Agency Coordination 

Group on Mine Action2.  

 

Excellencies, 

Effective and disaggregated data collection and sharing are equally crucial to respond to 

the IED threat and to develop the necessary technical expertise. The United Nations commends 

the significant improvements in this field. In Colombia, for example, the mine action sector has 

adopted the good practice of gathering information on the artefacts detected on the ground. Albums 

describe the container types of IEDs, the activation mechanisms, the initiation systems, the type 

and amount of explosive, and the area where the artefacts were found. The United Nations 

encourages all High Contracting Parties to persist in these efforts. In Iraq, when the details of an 

IED incident are known, UNMAS shares the information with its implementing partners and, 

through the Mine Action Area of Responsibility, with the wider humanitarian mine action 

community in the country.  

 

In the context of the ongoing “voluntary information exchange on IED Risk Education 

methods and campaigns” led by Colombia and France, UNICEF and the Geneva International 

Center for Humanitarian Demining are co-facilitating with partners the development of a new 

Technical Note on IED Risk Education that will guide the sector on how to plan and implement 

effective and ethical IED Risk education interventions. 

 

Mr. President,  

Timely national reporting ensures that information is disseminated among all High 

Contracting Parties and that knowledge is shared. The United Nations notes with concern that over 

 

1 H. E. Ambassador Mr. Yuri Sterk of Bulgaria, President of the 24th Annual Conference of the High Contracting 

Parties to Amended Protocol II to the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons.  
2  The United Nations Inter-Agency Coordination Group on Mine Action consists of twelve United Nations 

Departments and Offices of the Secretariat, specialized agencies, funds and programmes: the United Nations Mine 

Action Service of the Department of Peace Operations, the Office for Disarmament Affairs, the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, the 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), the Office of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Entity for 

Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women), the United Nations Office for Project Services 

(UNOPS), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the World Food Programme (WFP) 

and the World Health Organization (WHO). The United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR) and 

the World Bank are observers.  
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twenty High Contracting Parties have never submitted a national annual report and, in reiterating 

that national reporting is an obligation under this Protocol, calls on all High Contracting Parties to 

submit their national reports on time every year.  

 

Excellencies, 

The United Nations stresses the importance of the updated Political Declaration on IEDs 

and of the revised IED questionnaire approved last year and remains committed to providing 

technical support to mitigate the IED threat. The independent strategic review report ‘The United 

Nations Response to explosive ordnance’3, submitted to the United Nations Security Council  in 

December 2021, called for reinforcement of integrated explosive ordnance threat mitigation 

planning, strengthened medical support to peacekeeping operations, generation of improved 

military and police capability, and political engagement to strengthen efforts to hold individuals 

who deploy IEDs accountable. 

 

Mr. President, 

The United Nations aims to contribute to increased awareness of the impact of IEDs and 

of the complexity of the IED response, and seeks the support and engagement of High Contracting 

Parties to further improve the protection of civilians, especially those living in high risk 

environments that include the threat from IEDs.   

 

I thank you.  

END. 

 

3 S/2021/1042. 


