Compliance by States Parties with their obligations under the
Convention

Background information document submitted by the Implementation
Support Unit

Summary

The Preparatory Committee decided to request the Implementation Support Unit (ISU) to
prepare a background information document on compliance by States Parties with all their
obligations under the Convention, to be compiled from information submitted by States
Parties (see BWC/CONF.VII/PC/2, paragraph 24). The ISU duly requested submissions
from States Parties, and all submissions provided to the ISU by 31 October 2011 are
included in this document. Any further submissions from States Parties will be included in
an addendum to this document. The information in this document is reproduced as
submitted by States Parties, in some cases with minor editing. Information submitted
concerning compliance with Article X of the Convention is included in the background
information document on Implementation of Article X of the Convention
(BWC/CONEF.VII/INF.8) and is not reproduced here.

GE. Plemruydn@
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Argentina

National activities

Argentine legislation related to article | of the Convention on the Prohibition of the
Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin
Weapons and on Their Destruction (the Biological Weapons Convention) and States
parties’ obligation under article 1V:

Criminal Code

l. In title 7, chapter 1 (Offences against public security), article 189 bis deals with the
requirements of articles 1 and 4 of the Biological Weapons Convention:

“Anyone who, for the purpose of contributing to the commission of offences
against public security or damaging machines or the production process,
manufactures, supplies, acquires, removes or has in their possession bombs,
materials or devices capable of releasing nuclear energy, radioactive materials or
nuclear substances, or their waste materials, radioactive isotopes, or explosive,
inflammable, asphyxiating, toxic or biologically dangerous materials, or substances
or materials used in their preparation, shall be punishable with 5 to 15 years’
imprisonment.

“The mere possession of the materials referred to in the first paragraph of this
article, without due legal authorization or when not justifiable for domestic or
industrial use, shall be punishable with 3 to 6 years’ imprisonment.”

2. In chapter 4 (Offences against public security: Poisoning or adulterating drinking
water or foods or medicines), article 200 provides for a prison term of 3 to 10 years for
anyone who poisons or adulterates, in a manner that poses a danger to health, drinking
water, foodstuffs or medicinal substances intended for public use or consumption by a
group of persons, without specifying the contaminating agents.

3. The article goes on to impose a penalty of 10 to 25 years’ imprisonment if a person
dies as a result.

4. Article 202 punishes with 3 to 15 years’ imprisonment anyone who spreads a
disease that is infectious or dangerous to humans.

5. Article 80 (Offences against the person — Offences against life), in its paragraph 2,
qualifies the offence set out in article 79 with the following: anyone who Kkills another
person with malice, premeditation, malevolence or any other insidious procedure shall be
liable to life imprisonment.

Act No. 20.451 on weapons and explosives — Regulations, Decree No. 395/75

6. In section 3 (Classification of material: Weapons of war and munitions), the
following are classed as devices whose use is prohibited: “(g) Toxic missiles”

Act No. 24.051 on hazardous waste — Regulations, Decree No. 831/93

7. On the simultaneous application of the articles preceding article 55: any act that
involves the use of bacteria, viruses or rickettsiae to poison or adulterate drinking water,
food or medicines, or that might poison, adulterate or contaminate, such as to pose a danger
to health, the ground, water, air or the environment in general, or spread a disease that is
infectious or dangerous to humans, shall be encompassed in one of the definitions of an



offence. If someone dies, the judge shall apply the norm he or she deems appropriate, and
may apply the maximum penalty provided for in the above-cited article 80.

8. In Argentine legislation, in other words, the activities prohibited by the Biological
Weapons Convention are covered by the definitions in articles 189 bis (abstract offences or
offences in preparation), 200 and 202 of the Criminal Code, and article 55 of Act No.
24.051, when the person carrying out the said activities does so in the conditions provided
for in the legislation with the aim of performing the act defined as an offence, regardless of
whether it is attempted or accomplished.

The existence of a national point of contact

9. The Directorate of International Security, Nuclear and Space Affairs, of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Worship, are the contact point for the
Convention. It has a unit run by a civil servant, whose details are in the possession of the
Implementation Support Unit.

The presence of an export (and import) control regime, as well as a summary of the
relevant rules and measures or a link to them

10. By Decree No. 603/92, Argentina established the National Commission to Control
Sensitive Exports and War Materials (CONCESYMB) to control the transfer of nuclear,
chemical and missile-related, or dual-use, materials, equipment, technologies, technical
assistance and/or services.

11. By a joint decision of the foreign, industry and defence ministries in 1993, after
Argentina joined the Australia Group, the Commission took charge of the lists of biological
agents that affect humans, additional warnings, animal pathogens and vegetable pathogens,
as well as dual-use equipment.

12.  Also, in 1998 export and import controls were extended to chemical substances and
equipment, biological agents, plant, animal and GMO pathogens, and dual-use biological
equipment, as set out in the Australia Group’s lists.

13.  Finally, by Decree No. 437/2000, the two lists of war materials established under the
Wassenaar Arrangement, which Argentina has signed, have been incorporated in Decree
No. 603/92 for control purposes.

14.  The Commission’s basic task is to grant export licences for material or technology
featuring in the annexed lists, import certificates (when requested by the vendor) and
delivery certificates.

15. In addition, the Commission retains the powers of the former Commission to
Coordinate Policy on the Export of War Materials, established by Decree No. 1097/1985.
Accordingly, pursuant to article 3 (a) of Decree No. 1097/1985, taken up by Decree No.
603/1992, manufacturers of war materials that are essentially for military use must first
apply for authorization to initiate and conclude negotiations on the placement of their
products abroad. Subsequently, the vendor must in every case apply for an advance export
licence for both war materials and sensitive or dual-use materials.

16.  The lists of products controlled by the Commission are updated regularly by means
of a joint decision of the foreign, industry and defence ministries, in accordance with the
guidelines and/or new lists of international agreements or regimes to which Argentina is a
party (Missile Technology Control Regime, Australia Group, Wassenaar Arrangement and
Nuclear Suppliers Group).

17.  Before any war materials, whether dual-use or sensitive, can be exported, prior
authorization must be received for the materials covered by the Decree. Applications are



analysed on a case-by-case basis and the decisions on them take account of Argentina’s
international commitments, development and defence policies, international conditions (the
particular or regional context and so on) and the specific conditions applicable to each case,
taking care that the regulations do not restrict lawful trade and that international non-
proliferation criteria are incorporated in domestic law.

The presence or absence of any biodefence activity, as well as a summary of the
relevant rules and measures or a link to them

18.  Argentina has no active biodefence programmes. Defence against hostile acts of a
biological nature takes the form of protection, dissemination and prevention measures.

The presence of biosafety and biosecurity regimes, as well as a summary of the
relevant rules and measures or a link to them

Measures to ensure the safe transport of dangerous biological agents and toxins

Regulations pertaining to Act No. 24.449 of 20 November 1995 on road traffic and safety
(Decree No. 779/95)

Article 35

“Notwithstanding the transport and traffic regulations, the goods transported
and the taxation provisions, motor vehicles transporting dangerous goods may
circulate only when the following documents are carried:

(a)  Legible cargo declaration issued by the sender, containing the
following information on the dangerous product being transported:

) The correct designation for the transport, the class or division with,
where applicable, the compatibility group, and the UN number, in that order;

(ii)  Packing group, if appropriate;

(iii)  Declaration issued by the sender in accordance with the legislation in
force, stating that the product is properly packed to withstand the normal
risks of loading, unloading, stacking, transshipment and transport, and that it
complies with the regulations in force;

(b)  Written instructions (what to do in case of emergency), as a precaution
against accidents, which briefly set out:

) The nature of the risk posed by the dangerous goods being
transported, as well as emergency measures;

(i1))  The steps to be taken if a person comes into contact with the materials
being transported or with the goods that could become separated from them;

(iii)  The steps to be taken in case of fire and, in particular, the methods that
should not be used to extinguish it;

(iv)  The steps to be taken in case of a rupture or deterioration of the
packaging or tanks, or in case of a leak or spillage of the dangerous goods
being transported;

(v)  If the vehicle is not able to continue on its way, the necessary steps to
be taken to transfer the cargo or any handling restrictions to be observed;



(vi)  Emergency telephone numbers for the fire service, the police, civil
defence, environmental officers and, where necessary, the bodies responsible
for classes 1 and 7, for the length of the route.

These instructions shall be provided by the sender of the cargo in accordance
with the information supplied by the manufacturer or importer of the product being
transported.

(c)  When transporting substances in bulk, the original -certificate
authorizing the vehicle and fittings to transport dangerous goods, issued by the
competent authority;

(d)  The evidence or document to attest that the vehicle has passed the
obligatory technical inspection;

(e)  The original document proving that the driver has passed the
obligatory basic course for drivers of vehicles used for the transport of dangerous
goods by road.”

Resolution 208/99 (incorporating the Rules on Violations and Sanctions in respect of the
Agreement to Facilitate the Transport of Dangerous Goods in the Southern Common
Market into the General Regulations on the Transport of Dangerous Goods by Road, 15
June 1999)

Article 1

“The Rules on Violations and Sanctions in respect of the Agreement to
Facilitate the Transport of Dangerous Goods in the Southern Common Market
(MERCOSUR), adopted by Decision No. 8/97 of the Council of the Common
Market, which is contained in annex I and forms an integral part of this resolution,
shall be incorporated into the General Regulations on the Transport of Dangerous
Goods by Road adopted by Decree No. 779 of 20 November 1995.”

Technical Standards for Transport by Land, Resolution No. 195 of the Secretariat for Public
Works and Transport (25 June 1997)

Chapter I, 1.1

“Materials considered as dangerous have been classified according to the
type of risk they pose, in accordance with the United Nations Recommendations on
the Transport of Dangerous Goods: Model Regulations, seventh edition, revised
1991. The definition of classes of risk given below can be found in items 1.5 to 1.13
of this chapter:

Division 6.2 — Infectious substances ...”
Chapter I, 1.10

“Infectious substances: These are substances that contain microorganisms
capable of causing disease through the action of bacteria, viruses, rickettsiae,
parasites, fungi or recombinant micro-organisms (hybrid or mutant), that are known
or believed to cause infectious disease in animals or humans. The classification for
toxins, genetically modified micro-organisms, biologicals and analytical samples, as
well as the packing requirements for substances in this division, can be found in
appendix 2 of this annex.”

Appendix 2,2.2.3.3

“The following information shall be supplied:



(a) Inside the package: a detailed list of the contents shall be placed
between the secondary packaging and the outer packaging; and

(b)  On the outside of the package: the Division 6.2 label shall be attached
to the outer packaging (fig. 6.2, chap. VII, item 7.4, of the annex), as well as the
other labels or markings required by the nature of the contents.”

MERCOSUR Technical Regulations for the Transport of Infectious Substances and
Analytical Samples, to be incorporated in national legislation (Resolution No. 145/2003, of
25 March 2003)

Article 2

“2.1.1. Contact the consignee of the samples (the importing laboratory) in advance
so that it can take the necessary precautions, including, where necessary, obtaining
an import licence or equivalent document granting prior authorization.

* The shipment shall be transported by the most suitable means and most direct
route.

* Delivery shall be made on a work day during the week, not at the weekend or
on a public holiday in the country of destination.

2.1.2. Prepare the necessary documentation, including the authorizations and
customs and health clearance necessary for shipment of the sample.

2.1.3. Notify the consignee in advance of the formalities completed and the method
of shipment (transport) in order to ensure the material dispatched is received.

2.1.4. Pack and identify the infectious substance or biological sample for laboratory
analysis in accordance with the biosecurity standards set out in the United Nations
Recommendations on the Transport of Dangerous Goods.

2.2.1. Obtain the necessary authorizations from the national authorities for the entry
of infectious substances and/or biological samples to the State party.

2.2.2. Provide the sender with the permits, authorization documents and other
documents required by the national authorities in the receiving country, and give the
number of that authorization (those documents) in all original shipment documents.

2.2.3. Make the necessary arrangements to receive the material sent from abroad by
the most efficient and timely means at the time of delivery.

2.2.4. Notify the sender as soon as the material sent arrives.
The material should not be dispatched before:

» The prior arrangements between the sender, transporter and consignee have
been finalized;

» The consignee has confirmed with the national authorities that the material
can be legally imported;

* The consignee has confirmed that there will be no delay in shipping the
material.

2.3.1. Provide the sender with the dispatch and shipment forms, with instructions
for filling them in.

2.3.2. Inform the sender about the appropriate packaging.

2.3.3. Advise the sender about the quickest route for shipping the material.



2.3.4. Keep and file shipping and transport documents for at least five years.
2.3.5. Check the conditions in which the material must be kept during transport.

2.3.6. Track the material transported and notify the sender of any expected or
unexpected delays that may occur during transport.

2.3.7. Do not transport infectious material or biological samples for laboratory
analysis in the same compartment as passengers.

2.3.8. Keep the material at the recommended external temperature from the moment
it is received from the sender to its handover to the consignee in the country of
destination.

2.3.9. Contact the sender, consignee and health authorities in the event of an
accident or spillage of the infectious substance or biological sample.

2.3.10. Notify the sender of material sent from abroad within eight hours of its
arrival.

2.3.11. The transporter must have an operating licence or be registered with the
Ministry of Health, or with a body designated by the latter, in accordance with the
legislation in force.

2.3.12. Transport solely on the basis of the Guia Aérea (Master Airway Bill, or
MAWB), issued by the airline carrier, or the bill of lading for international transport
by river, sea, rail or land, regardless of whether the cargo is infectious or not.

2.3.13. Ensure the immediate and complete unloading and storage of the cargo in
the receiving country within two hours of the arrival of the transporting vehicle.”

Article 3
“To be carried out in accordance with the provisions of:

3.1.  ‘Guidelines for the safe transport of infectious substances and diagnostic
specimens’ (World Health Organization, WHO/EMC/97.3, Geneva, 1997)

3.2.  ‘Dangerous goods regulations’ (International Air Transport Association, 40th
ed., 1 January 1999)”

Section 5 — Packing — Instructions Nos. 602 and 650
Notes

(1) When transport is effected between States parties, labels, forms and
print on the packaging shall be in the language of the sending country.

(2)  When transport is effected to countries outside the zone, the language
shall be English ...

Article 4
“To be carried out in accordance with the provisions of:

4.1.  ‘Guidelines for the safe transport of infectious substances and diagnostic
specimens’ (World Health Organization, WHO/EMC/97.3, Geneva, 1997)

4.2.  ‘Dangerous goods regulations’ (International Air Transport Association, 40th
ed., 1 January 1999)”

Section 3 — Classification

3.6.2. Division 62. Infectious Substances ...



Article 5

“Shipments of infectious substances and/or biological samples for laboratory
analysis between health services, researchers and professionals from the networks of
certified analytical laboratories in States parties of MERCOSUR shall be
accompanied by the forms and documents listed below:

5.1.  Form identifying the material sent (in an annex).
5.2.  Documents that must accompany the shipment.

The documents required for shipment can be obtained from transport
companies, which must attach to the package:

* A declaration of dangerous items;

* A pro forma shipping list that includes the address of the recipient, the
number of packages, and details of the contents, weight and value (NB:
indicate that the contents are of ‘no commercial value’ when their value is
negligible);

 The airway bill if the shipment is being sent by air;
 The import/export permit and/or declaration if required by the State party;

» If the outer packaging of the shipment contains receptacles with a capacity of
over 50 ml, at least two “This Way Up” labels (arrows) must be placed on
opposite sides of the package.”

Article 6

“For the export and import of infectious substances and biological samples
for laboratory analysis and evaluation, certain customs and health inspection
procedures must be carried out by the sender and consignee of the material sent.

6.1. Sender

* File a simplified export declaration or its equivalent with the State party’s
customs or similar authority;

» Ask the competent health authority in the State party to inspect and release
the exported goods.

6.2. Consignee

* File a simplified import declaration or its equivalent with the State party’s
customs or similar authority;

» Ask the competent health authority in the State party to inspect and release
the imported goods.”

Resolution incorporating the obligatory basic course for drivers of vehicles used for said
transport into the General Regulations adopted by Decree No. 779/95. Creation of the
Register of Vocational Training Service-Providers (Resolution No. 110/97, of 5 December
1997)

Article 7

“Duly certified providers must hold a certificate attesting to the adoption and
delivery of the obligatory basic course for drivers of vehicles used for the transport
of dangerous goods by road to be able to issue the national licence qualifying drivers
to transport dangerous goods by road under the jurisdiction of the Transport
Secretariat.”
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Article 8

“The obligatory basic course for drivers of vehicles used for the transport of
dangerous goods by road does not exempt the sender or consignee of the goods from
the obligation to offer training, guidance and information to the transporter and
drivers of vehicles carrying dangerous goods.”

Article 9

“The vocational training service-providers of the obligatory basic course for
drivers of vehicles used for the transport of dangerous goods by road may be liable
to a warning, a fine or suspension or cancellation of their operating licence, under
the relevant sanctions regime laid down by the Transport Secretariat.”

Regulations pertaining to Act No. 24.449 of 20 November 1995 on road traffic and safety
(Decree No. 779/95)

Article 54

“Failure to observe the regulatory provisions related to the transport of
dangerous goods leaves the perpetrator liable to the sanctions applicable under the
relevant regime.”

Article 55

“The application of the penalties provided for in the preceding article does
not exclude others provided for in specific laws or exempt the perpetrator from any
civil or criminal liability incurred in that respect.”

Authorization for activities related to dangerous biological agents or toxins

Resolution No. 422/2003 on animal health (20 August 2003)
Article 6

“The pathogens listed in annex I of this resolution, defined as exotic
pathogens, may only be handled with the express prior authorization of the National
Food and Agriculture Health and Quality Service (SENASA) and on premises
expressly equipped for this purpose. SENASA shall establish and control the
biosecurity conditions to be met by evaluation, production, control and research
laboratories handling infectious material.”

The presence of education and outreach activities with the life sciences (including
codes of conduct), as well as a summary of the relevant rules or measures or a link to
them

19.  The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Worship (Directorate of
International Security, Nuclear and Space Affairs) and the Ministry of Defence (Institute of
Scientific Research and Defence Technology) run educational and promotional
programmes in the life-sciences field in general and on subjects related to the Biological
Weapons Convention within the framework of, and in cooperation with, public (civil and
military) and private institutions, with regard to biosecurity and bioprotection and codes of
conduct, especially in collaboration with academic, research and professional institutions.

Interactions with industry and the private sector, as well as a summary of the relevant
rules and measures or a link to them

20.  As part of the preparations for the Seventh Review Conference of the Biological
Weapons Convention, Argentina has invited a number of companies working in the field of



life sciences, health and veterinary science to work together and support its position at the
Conference.

The presence of disease surveillance regimes, as well as a summary of the relevant
measures or a link to additional information

21.  The National Early Warning and Rapid Response Centre (CENARR) formally
reports to the Ministry of Health. Its role is to respond in a timely fashion to the occurrence
of public-health events of national or international importance, with the additional aim of
strengthening the system of detection, analysis and reporting of such events.

22.  CENARR is both a physical and a virtual centre which links the four cross-sectoral
levels of warning and response (local, intermediate, national and international levels) and
which has the capacity to detect, verify and evaluate public-health risks 24 hours a day,
seven days a week; to notify the international organizations and authorities immediately
and within 24 hours of evaluating an event; and to alert the rapid response team.

23. The tasks of CENARR are to:

(a)  Verify information from different sources about events that might constitute
public-health events of national or international importance;

(b)  Carry out a risk assessment of public-health events, damage and emergencies
of national or international importance;

(©) Identify, record and monitor public-health events of national or international
importance continuously, systematically and in a timely fashion, using both official and
unofficial sources;

(d)  Cooperate closely with national emergency systems to coordinate the
response to public-health events of national or international importance;

(¢)  Provide timely information on the occurrence of public-health events of
national or international importance to the various operational bodies at the local,
intermediate and national levels;

® Establish and maintain mechanisms to assure uninterrupted contact with
WHO focal points for the International Health Regulations;

(g)  Activate the rapid response team when the assessment of the situation calls
for its intervention, and take joint action within its sphere of competence.

The presence of an emergency response capacity that might be used following the use
of a biological weapon, as well as a summary of the relevant measures or a link to
additional information

24. At the national level, the Office of the Under-Secretary for Prevention and
Promotion Programmes in the Ministry of Health, which oversees the National Directorate
for Trauma, Emergencies and Disasters and the Directorate of Epidemiology, is responsible
for making decisions and recommendations in relation to activating the Plan on
Preparations for Chemical, Biological and Nuclear Emergencies. At the operational level,
the Plan is coordinated with the federal security forces that report to the Ministry of
National Security (the Federal Police, the Argentine Coastguard, the National Gendarmerie
and the Airport Security Police) and the provincial governments (provincial police).

25. At the international level, Argentina now has a number of experts in various fields of
knowledge who are on the list of experts qualified to conduct investigations into the alleged
use of biological weapons.
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26. A greater effort is needed to improve training for experts in various regions so that
they can respond to investigations into the alleged use of biological weapons. Much
remains to be done at both the national and the international level to build capacity in this
area. Argentina is continuing with its efforts to set up multidisciplinary groups with the aim
of extending and building on the work to raise awareness of the mechanisms established by
the United Nations in relation to investigations into the alleged use of chemical, biological
and toxin weapons.

Working with other States Parties

The presence of relevant bilateral or collective cooperation, as well as a summary of
activities or a link to additional information; offers to provide assistance in
implementing the Convention and/or training personnel for action following the use of
a biological weapon

27.  Argentina is in the implementation phase of a bilateral cooperation programme
which involves joint training activities and efforts to build and strengthen detection
capabilities, mostly dealing with issues related to the Biological Weapons Convention and
with controls on sensitive and dual-use exports. The programme has been up and running
since 2010, when it was presented in Peru, and there are plans to extend it to other Latin
American countries that have shown an interest in such cooperation activities.

Participation in meetings held under the auspices of the Convention (such as meetings
of experts and meetings of States parties)

28.  Within the framework of the eleventh session of the Ad Hoc Group, Argentina,
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico and Peru issued a joint declaration on strengthening the
Biological Weapons Convention. The declaration contains an express reference to the
Mendoza Declaration and sets out the signatories’ shared commitment to produce a
definitive, legally binding text that will improve the implementation of the Convention and
provide for appropriate measures to make it more effective and so help it become universal;

29.  The declaration is in line with the Political Declaration of MERCOSUR, Bolivia and
Chile as a Zone of Peace, signed on 29 July 1998 in Usuhaia, which expresses support “in
the pertinent international fora [for] the full force and improvement of international
instruments and mechanisms for the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons and other
weapons of mass destruction”;

30. At the Sixth Review Conference of the Biological Weapons Convention, in 2006,
Argentina, together with Peru, Chile, Costa Rica, Bolivia, Colombia, Brazil, Ecuador,
Uruguay, Mexico and Guatemala, submitted five working papers, on “Universalization”
(BWC/CONF.VI/WP.9), “Scientific cooperation and technology transfer, article X”
(BWC/CONF.VI/WP.10), “Follow-up mechanism” (BWC/CONF.VI/WP.11),
“Confidence-building measures” (BWC/CONF.VI/WP.12) and “Support unit”
(BWC/CONF.VI/WP.13).

31.  In these working papers, Argentina proposed and undertook to:
(a)  Promote universalization through regional and bilateral efforts;
(b)  Encourage the withdrawal of reservations to the 1925 Geneva Protocol;

(c)  Provide assistance to any State that requests it in bringing their legislation
into line with the Biological Weapons Convention;

(d) Implement and support regional and international policies to facilitate
scientific cooperation and technology transfer under article X;



(e)  Propose the implementation of a major new mechanism to follow up on
commitments and meetings;

® Within this framework, give the annual meeting of States parties the power to
take decisions on challenges to the Biological Weapons Convention, a proposal that has
met with widespread agreement during the inter-sessional period;

(g)  Encourage analysis and reinforcement of confidence-building measures;

(h)  Provide technical and legal assistance to any State that requests it for the
preparation of their declarations on confidence-building measures.

Participation in confidence-building measures

32.  Since 1992, Argentina has submitted on time and in due form the agreed information
and data on confidence-building measures to the United Nations Secretariat, in line with the
recommendations and Final Declaration of the Third Review Conference of the Biological
Weapons Convention.

Working in regional forums

33. At the regional level, Argentina, Chile and Brazil signed the Mendoza Declaration
of 5 September 1991, in which they declared their full commitment to the aims of the
Biological Weapons Convention and urged other countries in the region to do likewise;

34.  Within the Organization of American States (OAS), Argentina supported AG/RES.
1966 (XXXIII-0/03) and AG/RES. 2000 (XXXIV-0O/04) (“The Americas as a biological-
and chemical-weapons-free region”);

35.  In 2008, Argentina and the Organization of American States co-sponsored a seminar
on the implementation of Security Council resolution 1540 (2004).

Working in other international forums

Reports provided to the United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 Committee,
as well as a summary of the information provided or a link to additional information

36.  Argentina supplied the reports on measures to implement Security Council
resolution 1540 (2004) in 2004 (S/AC.44/2004/(02)/13), 2005
(S/AC.44/2004/(02)/13.Add.1) and 2007 (S/AC.44/2004/(02)/13.Add.2). There are no
legislative changes to report;

37.  Argentina also submitted a plan of action for the implementation of resolution 1540
to the 1540 Committee (in 2009);

38.  In June 2006, a seminar entitled “International cooperation on security” was held to
discuss the implementation of Security Council resolution 1540 at the Spanish Cooperation
Training Centre in Antigua, Guatemala. The seminar was organized by the Argentine
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation,
in collaboration with the Spanish International Cooperation Agency. Its objective was to
provide a forum for dialogue and “horizontal cooperation” in order to boost the active
participation of the region’s countries in the application and follow-up of Security Council
resolution 1540 on non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, as well as other
international instruments. It was attended by officials from Guatemala, Costa Rica,
Nicaragua, Honduras, El Salvador, Panama and the Dominican Republic, as well as from
Spain and Argentina;
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39.  In 2005 and 2008, Argentina again co-sponsored, with the United Kingdom and the
Organization of American States respectively, seminars on the implementation of resolution
1540. In October 2011, it was invited, together with Peru, Brazil and Costa Rica, to attend a
seminar on the same subject in Lima, Peru.

Status with, and any relevant reservations to, the Biological Weapons Convention

40.  Argentina ratified the Biological Weapons Convention on 27 November 1979. It has
participated in the six previous review conferences (chairing the Third Conference, in
1991), the meetings of the Ad Hoc Group of Governmental Experts (VEREX) and the
meetings of the Ad Hoc Group set up to prepare, ultimately without success, a verification
protocol for the Convention.

Status with, and any relevant reservations to, the 1925 Geneva Protocol

41. At the previous (sixth) review conference of the Biological Weapons Convention
(2006), Argentina, together with Peru, Chile, Costa Rica, Bolivia, Colombia, Brazil,
Ecuador, Uruguay, Mexico and Guatemala, submitted five working papers. In one of these
(CABT/CONF.VI/WP.9, on “Universalization”), it undertook to promote the withdrawal of
reservations to the 1925 Geneva Protocol.

Participation in other relevant international regimes, such as the Australia Group or
Proliferation Security Initiative

42.  Argentina is a member of the Australia group and the Proliferation Security
Initiative. As such, it took part in the plenary meeting of each of these mechanisms (in Paris
and Honolulu).

Working with international organizations

43.  Argentina would like to stress the importance of the technical support given by the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the World Health Organization
and the World Organization for Animal Health in investigations by the United Nations
Office for Disarmament Affairs into the alleged use of biological and toxin weapons. The
relevant Argentine institutions and departments (Ministry of Health, Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Livestock) work with these organizations on the response to the
alleged use of biological weapons to develop ways of coordinating work with States parties,
including by improving early warning, detection and response mechanisms.

Australia

44.  Information is provided under subheadings relating to key provisions of the
Convention and draws on Australia’s submission of Confidence Building Measures
covering the 2010 calendar year, which is available publicly at www.unog.ch/bwc/cbms.

Article |

45.  Australia has never had an offensive biological research, development or production
program or obtained biological weapons through transfer and has never acquired or retained
biological weapons or their means of delivery. We have implemented legislative and
regulatory measures that give effect the prohibitions of this Article, and have initiated a
variety of other actions to raise awareness in the biotechnological sector of the threat posed



by biological weapons, including the need to enhance the security of hazardous biological
substances.

Article 11

46.  Australia has never had an offensive biological research, development or production
program or obtained biological weapons through transfer, and, accordingly, has had no
need to destroy or divert to peaceful purposes any biological weapons, as required under the
provisions of this Article.

Article 111

47.  Australia’s compliance with this Article with respect to international transfers is
demonstrated by our implementation of effective export control legislation, a summary of
which is provided in our recent CBM return (Form E, p. 47).

48.  Our commitment to the principles of the Article is underscored by our permanent
chairing of the Australia Group and our regional outreach program with respect to the
BWC, Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) and UN Security Council Resolution 1540.

49.  Since the last BWC Review Conference in 2006, Australia has reviewed the security
of hazardous biological materials within Australia. The National Health Security Act 2007
(NHS Act) was passed by the Australian Parliament in September 2007. It has two main
operative parts: Part 2 of the Act enacts Australia's responsibilities under the International
Health Regulations 2005 and formalised surveillance systems in Australia, while Part 3
established a regulatory scheme for biological agents of security concern.

50. Part 3 of the NHS Act enabled a national regulatory scheme (based in the
Department of Health and Ageing) to regulate the handling of Security Sensitive Biological
Agents (SSBAs) and agents suspected of being SSBAs. The NHS Act established: a list of
SSBAs to be regulated; a National Register that is informed by mandatory reporting;
purposes for which the SSBAs may be handled; security (physical, personnel, information
management, disposal and transport) standards that must be met while handling SSBAs;
exemptions from regulation; and an inspection scheme to monitor compliance with the
regulatory scheme. Further information is provided in our CBM return (Form E, p. 48).

Article IV

51.  Australia has implemented a number of legislative enactments to satisfy our BWC
obligations to counter biological weapons proliferation and prevent bio-terrorism, as
outlined in our recent CBM return (Form E, p. 47). The principal enactments are: the
Crimes (Biological Weapons) Act 1976; the Customs Act 1901 and associated regulations;
and the Weapons of Mass Destruction (Prevention of Proliferation) Act 1995. In addition,
the National Health Security Act 2007, the Quarantine Act 1908 and the Gene Technology
Act 2000, as well as legislation administered by the various State and Territory
governments within Australia, regulate activities with biological materials, and thereby
assist to implement our legislative obligations under the BWC.

Crimes (Biological Weapons) Act 1976

52.  This Act, which is administered by the Attorney-General, makes it unlawful for
Australians to develop, produce, stockpile or otherwise acquire or retain microbial or other
biological agents or toxins whatever their origin or method of production, of types and in
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quantities that have no justification for prophylactic, protective or other peaceful purposes;
or weapons, equipment or means of delivery designed to use such agents or toxins for
hostile purposes or in armed conflict. The Act extends to the activities of Australian
citizens outside Australia. Contravention of the Act is an indictable offence.

Customs Act 1901 and Customs (Prohibited Exports) Regulations 1958

53.  Under the Customs Act 1901, the Customs (Prohibited Exports) Regulations 1958
prohibits the exportation from Australia of defence and dual-use goods listed in the
'Defence and Strategic Goods List' (DSGL) without prior permission from the Minister for
Defence or an authorised person. Under the regulations, the Minister for Defence may
authorise in writing a person employed in the Department of Defence to approve exports of
defence and dual-use goods listed on the DSGL. Applications to export goods listed in the
DSGL are considered on a case-by-case basis against published policy criteria to ensure
exports of defence and dual-use goods are consistent with Australia's broader national
interests and international obligations.

54.  The DSGL is divided into two parts: Part 1 of the DSGL covers defence and related
goods, which are those goods and technologies designed or adapted for use by armed forces
or goods that are inherently lethal; Part 2 of the DSGL covers those goods that have a dual
use. Dual-use goods comprise equipment and technologies developed to meet commercial
needs, but which may be used either as military components or for the development or
production of military systems or WMD. As such, Part 2 includes human pathogens and
toxins, animal pathogens, plant pathogens and equipment capable of being used to develop
biological weapons.

55.  Under the Defence Trade Controls Bill 2011, Australia is currently considering
measures to strengthen controls over the export, transfer and brokering of defence and dual-
use goods, technology and services. Changes under consideration include regulating
intangible exports (such as person-to-person contacts or emails) and the provision of
'defence services' for all items listed on the DSGL. In addition, general 'brokering' rules for
Australian entities that deal internationally with DSGL goods and technology even where
transactions take place outside of Australia may be introduced.

56. The DSGL is amended from time-to-time to reflect changes in the various
multilateral non-proliferation and export control regimes of which Australia is a member.

Weapons of Mass Destruction (Prevention of Proliferation) Act 1995 and associated
regulations

57. The Act is administered by the Department of Defence and complements the
existing controls contained in the Customs Act 1901 and the Customs (Prohibited Exports)
Regulations 1995. The WMD Act and the associated Regulations provide the legislative
basis for controlling the movement of goods and services that will or may assist in the
development of a WMD program. It prohibits the supply or export of goods, not otherwise
controlled by the Customs Act, or the provision of services, in circumstances where the
goods or services may be used to assist in the development, production, acquisition or
stockpiling of WMD, including biological weapons or their delivery systems. The
prohibitions under the legislation apply where the person involved knows or suspects the
connection with a WMD program, including a biological weapons program.

58.  The Act applies extraterritorially as well as within Australia, covering the activities
of Australian citizens or residents, as well as bodies incorporated in Australia. It provides a
mechanism for exporters to obtain written guidance from the Government on the risk of a
particular planned transaction contributing to a biological weapons program.



National Health Security Act 2007

59. Inrecent years, Australia reviewed the regulation, reporting and security around the
sale and handling of hazardous materials, including biological materials. As noted in our
response to compliance with Article III, one outcome of this review was the National
Health Security Act 2007 (NHS Act), passed by the Australian Parliament in September
2007.

Quarantine Act 1908 and associated regulations

60.  The Quarantine Act 1908 provides broad powers to the Director of Quarantine to
control the importation and use of biological materials in Australia with the aim of
preventing or controlling the introduction, establishment or spread of diseases or pests that
will (or could) cause significant damage to human beings, animals, plants and/or other
aspects of the environment or economic activities.

Gene Technology Act 2000 and associated regulations

61.  The Gene Technology Act 2000, supported by the Gene Technology Regulations
2001, regulates dealings with genetically modified organisms (GMOs) to protect the health
and safety of people and the environment. The legislation is administered by an
independent statutory office holder, the Gene Technology Regulator, and provides a risk-
based system for regulation of GMOs. There are also legislative provisions for accreditation
of organisations, certification of physical containment facilities and extensive monitoring
and enforcement powers.

62.  In addition, Australia has implemented effective plant, animal and human disease
surveillance systems, coordinated respectively through the Department of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Forestry and the Department of Health and Ageing. These systems have been
implemented in the context of protecting humans and agriculture from inadvertent disease
establishment and spread. But equally, they comprise part of the national strategy to detect
deliberate/suspicious disease outbreaks — whether by state or non-state actors. These
surveillance systems relate to compliance with Articles VI, VII, X and, thereby,
implementation of I'V.

Article V

63.  Australia considers that an objective of Article V is to provide a mechanism that
gives States Parties confidence that other States Parties are compliant with the Convention.
A key means of providing such confidence is the submission of Confidence Building
Measures (CBM). Australia is one of a very few States Parties that has submitted CBMs
every year and also among a very few that makes its CBM return available publicly at
www.unog.ch/bwc/cbms.

64. In addition, Australia has worked actively in the Asia-Pacific region to promote
compliance with the BWC. Most recently, in June-July 2011, Australia co-chaired with the
EU Joint Action for the BWC, the Philippines and the United States, a regional BWC
workshop in Makati City, Manila. The seminar, which was attended by ASEAN States
Parties, as well as China, Japan, Norway, the Republic of Korea and the United Kingdom,
discussed national implementation and CBMs, capacity building in bioterrorism prevention,
disease detection and surveillance and preparation for the Seventh Review Conference.

65.  Australia has consistently participated in and contributed to BWC meetings of the
last intersessional period, both formal Meetings of Experts and Meetings of States Parties
and in informal workshops and seminars which aim to solve any problems with
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implementation of the Convention. Australia’s commitment to encouraging engagement in
the BWC is also evident in its coordination of the BWC Western Group.

Article VI

66.  Australia has complied with Article VI, most notably through our on-going support
of the UN Secretary General’s investigative mechanism, as set out in General Assembly
Resolution 42/37 of 30 November 1987.

Article VII

67.  Australia stands ready to assist States that have been exposed to inadvertent and
deliberate disease outbreaks. We have shared our experience in developing and
implementing disease surveillance strategies and have provided practical assistance to
countries affected by natural outbreaks of human, animal and plant diseases.

68. In addition, we have assisted States Parties in the South East Asian region, by
convening workshops to share Australian experience of developing national policies and
practices that raise awareness of the security threat posed by hazardous biological materials,
and that enhance the security of such materials.

Article VIII

69.  Australia acceded to the Geneva Protocol of 1925 on 24 May 1930 and withdrew its
reservations on 9 December 1986.

Article IX

70.  Australia ratified the Chemical Weapons Convention on 6 May 1994 before its entry
into force on 29 April 1997. Australia implements its obligations under the CWC primarily
under the Chemical Weapons (Prohibition) Act 1994 and its associated regulations, as well
as under the Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations 1956 and the Customs (Prohibited
Exports) Regulations 1958.

Canada

71.  Canada views the request emanating from the Preparatory Committee and the
subsequent letter from the President-designate dated 6 June 2011, as embracing not only
national observance of legally binding obligations established by the Biological and Toxin
Weapons Convention (BTWC), but also the political commitments resulting from
undertakings by States Parties as reflected in the Final Documents of past Review
Conferences (i.e. obligations relating to the submission of annual declarations under the
agreed Confidence Building Measures (CBMs)). This Canadian submission does not
replicate all of the information that we have provided under the CBMs, and should be seen
as complementary to those submissions.

Article |

72.  Canada is in full compliance with its obligations under Article I. Furthermore, in
keeping with the political commitment of the CBMs, we have reported on the nature of the



former Canadian biological weapons programme as it existed historically and as terminated
long before the entry into force of the BTWC. We continue to encourage other States
Parties to report at an appropriate level of detail.

Article 11

73.  Canada is in full compliance with its obligations under Article 11, and once again we
refer States Parties to the text of our replies under the CBMs for other related information.

Article 111

74.  Since the BTWC entered into force in 1975, Canada has fully complied with its
obligations under Article III. Over time, Canadian measures to implement its obligations
have evolved with a view to ensuring, to the extent possible, that materials, equipment and
technical expertise would not be transferred to any recipient, directly or indirectly, to
contribute to a biological weapons program. This we have done through the Export and
Import Permits Act and related regulations, so that national authorities maintain the
necessary oversight of transfers and have the necessary legal authority to intervene should
there be any uncertainty or suspicious activity that would warrant such intervention. Canada
is also a member of the Australia Group (AG); all goods on the AG Common Control List
are part of Canada’s national Export Control List. Canada remains committed to adopting
additional appropriate measures with a view to preventing the transfer to any recipient
whatsoever of any material, equipment or expertise that could contribute to the proliferation
of biological weapons.

Article IV

75.  Canada has a broad range of laws and processes to implement our obligations under
Article IV of the BTWC. It is the Canadian view that the fulfilment of obligations under the
Convention is important, and that it is necessary to go even further than adhering to the
strict requirements of the Convention in order to exclude use of biological and toxin
weapons in terrorist or criminal activity.

76.  In June 2009, the Human Pathogens and Toxins Act (HPTA) came into force. This
new law would grant the Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC) jurisdiction over
Biosafety Level 2, 3, and 4 laboratories that handle human pathogens and toxins, ensuring
that they meet proper biosafety and biosecurity standards. Previous legislation covered
laboratories importing human pathogens; the HPTA expanded that coverage to include
those handling non-imported microorganisms.  Regulations covering the HPTA’s
laboratory licensing process are presently in development. Additional pieces of legislation
control importation and reporting of animal pathogens and plant pests. For further details
on Canada’s implementing legislations, please consult Canada’s 2011 CBM submission
(form “E”).

77.  The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) has developed and implemented the
Containment Standards for Facilities Handling Plant Pests (2007) and the Containment
Standards for Facilities Handling Aquatic Animal Pathogens (2010). These documents
serve as tools to provide regulated parties the minimum acceptable physical and operational
requirements for work with these pathogens and pests. Compliance with these standard and
import permits will help ensure that economically and environmentally significant pest or
pathogens do not inadvertently escape into the environment and become established in
Canada. These tools are available in hardcopy and on the internet for access. In addition,
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PHAC and CFIA are developing joint Canadian Biosafety Standards and Guidelines
(CBSG) pertaining to human and terrestrial animal pathogens. These standards and
guidelines are used by laboratory researchers and workers in facilities possessing, handling,
storing or using such pathogens. The development of the CBSG has been initiated to help
streamline various biosafety practices into a single set of standards and guidelines for
stakeholders regulated by both PHAC and the CFIA. These Standards and Guidelines will
combine and update the following documents:

(a)  Laboratory Biosafety Guidelines 3rd Edition, 2004 (PHAC)
(b)  Containment Standards for Veterinary Facilities 1st Edition, 1996 (CFIA)

(©) Containment Standards for Laboratories, Animal Facilities and Post Mortem
Rooms Handling Prion Disease Agents, 2005 (CFIA)

Article V

78.  Canada has not invoked Article V. We fully support Article V, and we do not
interpret it as being a prior stage that needs be invoked before proceeding to Article VI of
the Convention, should circumstances so warrant. Canada fully supports the political
commitments reached at the Second and Third Review Conferences concerning the
exchange of information under the heading of Confidence Building Measures, and we have
consistently participated in every one of these exchanges, with the 2011 CBM submission
being made publicly available.

Article VI

79.  Canada has not invoked the provisions of Article VI nor has any other State Party
invoked the provisions of Article VI against Canada.

Article VII

80.  Canada has not been requested to provide assistance under Article VIIL.

Article VIII

81.  Canada strongly supports the Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of
Asphyxiating, Poisonous or other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, and is
in full compliance with all of its obligations under this Treaty.

Article IX

82. A State Party to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production,
Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction (CWC), Canada
implements fully the Convention’s obligations. National implementing legislation is in
place (the Chemical Weapons Convention Implementation Act), regulations under the
Export and Imports Permit Act were revised to reflect the Convention, and a National
Authority, located within Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada has been
established. Canada is a member of the Executive Council and participates actively in the
work of the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) towards the
effective implementation of the Convention, and is active in encouraging and supporting its
universalization. In support of the CWC’s disarmament objectives, Canada has made a



major contribution to the destruction of chemical weapons in Russia through the Global
Partnership Against the Spread of Weapons and Materials of Mass Destruction, spending
$200 million since 2003 on the chemical weapons destruction facilities at Shchuch’ye and
Kizner.

China

83.  As a country which has suffered the effects of biological weapons and as a State
party to the Biological Weapons Convention, China has always attached importance to the
complete prohibition and thorough eradication of weapons of mass destruction, including
biological weapons, and is resolutely opposed to the proliferation of bioweapons and
bioweapon technology. It has consistently supported the aims and objectives of the
Convention and has fully and strictly complied with its obligations thereunder, taking a
positive part in and supporting the multilateral process of strengthening the effectiveness of
the Convention.

84.  China hereby reports to the Seventh Review Conference on its compliance with the
Convention since the Sixth Conference, as follows:

Compliance with basic obligations under the Convention

85.  China has never developed, manufactured, stockpiled or in any other way acquired
or possessed the biological agents or toxins prohibited under the Convention, or the related
weapons or means of producing or delivering them.

Establishment of national compliance machinery

86.  For effective compliance with the Convention, China has established an inter-
ministerial coordinating system encompassing the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry
of National Defence, the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of Health. In keeping
with the requirement expressed at the sixth Review Conference, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs has been designated the national liaison point for compliance.

National legislation in compliance with the Convention

87.  With a view to full, effective compliance, China enacts and strictly enforces
pertinent laws and regulations. The third revision of the Criminal Code makes the illegal
manufacture of, trade in, transport, stockpiling and retention, theft, seizure or looting of
infectious agents and other such biological material into criminal offences; organizing,
leading and participating in terrorist activities of any kind, including bioterrorism, are also
criminal offences, punishable to degrees varying with the gravity of the crime.

88.  Since 2007, China has issued a series of ministerial regulations — a certification
procedure for laboratories working with highly pathogenic microbes, operating rules for
contagious human pathogen (toxin) storage facilities, operating rules for animal pathogen
(toxin) storage facilities and so forth — and, in the light of changing circumstances, has
amended the National Border Quarantine Act and the detailed regulations for its
implementation. These new enactments have made beneficial additions to the current
system of laws, further standardizing and improving biological laboratory safety and
offering a stronger response to infectious illness.
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Non-proliferation export controls

89.  China resolutely opposes the proliferation of bioweapons and bioweapon technology
in any form by any State, and has never in any way advised, encouraged or induced any
State, group of States or international organization to engage in activities prohibited under
the Convention. It is constantly tightening export controls on dual-use biological agents and
technology.

90. China already has a fairly complete system of export control regulations and has
issued regulations governing exports of dual-use biological articles and related equipment
and technology, together with a detailed control list; it has adopted the internationally-used
export permit certificate management system, end-user and end-use declaration, detailed-
list methodology, and the principle of complete control.

91. China is constantly strengthening the structure of the non-proliferation export
control system and has instituted a collaborative system for the issuance of permits; it has
set up a special national expert-supported export control system and created an inter-
ministerial non-proliferation export control emergency coordination apparatus. By running
training courses in law enforcement, it is improving the skills and capabilities of its export-
control law-enforcement personnel. Training courses, seminars and publicity handbooks
reinforce the message to business enterprises, increasing awareness of and respect for the
law as well as awareness of the need for self-regulation.

Confidence-building measures

92.  In response to requests from review conferences, China has announced a succession
of confidence-building measures over the years since 1988, thereby giving full expression
to the political will and sincerity of the Government fully to comply with the Convention.

93.  The Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs takes the lead in instituting confidence-
building measures, but the Ministry of National Defence, the Ministry of Agriculture, the
Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Trade and the State Food and Drug Administration are
responsible for gathering and submitting information on their work to the Ministry of
National Defence for consolidation and transmission. The measures China announces cover
biosafety laboratories, the national biological control programme, outbreaks of infectious
disease, the outcomes of biological research and vaccine production facilities. To bolster
confidence and transparency among parties to the Convention, China has also begun to
announce conditions at Biosafety Level 3 laboratories.

Biosafety and security

94.  China pays close attention to the questions of biosafety and security, complying
strictly with the Convention provisions on the subject and Security Council resolution 1540
(2004).

95.  As regards laboratory biosafety and security, China has issued many laws and
regulations governing laboratories and established corresponding operating procedures; it
manages the staff handling pathogenic microbes, preventing loss and leakage; it strictly
enforces laboratory biosafety certification and has instituted a periodic reporting system on
research activity; it has set up and is expanding periodic and unscheduled safety inspections
so as to eradicate hidden hazards; it has set up a multi-ministry laboratory biosafety liaison
mechanism.



96.  In education and training, the Ministries of Health, Agriculture and others have used
training courses, seminars, working groups, handbooks and other methods to train
laboratory staff about biosafety, security and airborne transport, constantly improving their
skills and vigilance. Laboratory workers undergo yearly examinations during working
hours; training, examinations and health records ensure they uphold the biosafety system.
Since 2006, the Ministry of Health has run yearly national training courses on pathogen
transport management and issued certificates to staff who are up to standard. Since 2009,
the Ministry of Agriculture has made the construction and operation of the laboratory
biosafety system a part of the curriculum for veterinary laboratory examinations.

Epidemic monitoring and response

97.  China attaches great importance to epidemic monitoring. It already has in operation
a relatively complete system for disease prevention and control as well as for treatment,
covering cities and rural areas.

98.  As regards a disease monitoring system, the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of
Agriculture respectively manage epidemic control for the human population and for plant
and animal life throughout the country. The epidemic reporting network is constantly being
improved and collaboration between the ministries increased; epidemic monitoring units
have been set up for the timely gathering of information on epidemics, and fact-finding
work is being expanded to advance prevention and control efforts concentrating on
infectious disease. China already has cooperative inter-ministerial facilities for countering
infectious diseases common to humans and livestock, for responding to public health
incidents in ports and for reporting on outbreaks of infectious disease at schools.

99.  China is constantly perfecting its emergency response system at all levels and has
drawn up an emergency response plan for coping with sudden epidemics. It has perfected
its system of emergency response teams and emergency supply reserves, expanded
laboratory construction, increased its capacity to monitor pathogens, conducted timely
training and drills, and boosted its capacity to handle emergencies.

100. The scope of China’s national immunization programme has been constantly
enlarged, and now covers 15 diseases in contrast to the 6 it covered in the past, with a
positive effect on reducing the incidence of infectious disease. The national vaccine
supervisory system underwent World Health Organization appraisal in 2011.

Response to public-health emergencies

101. To respond effectively to public-health emergencies, China some years ago put into
effect a series of laws and regulations as well as a nationwide emergency response plan.

102. There is a unified early warning and response system for coping with public health
emergencies; systems for reporting incidents and releasing information have been set up;
emergency-reserve supply systems have been established, research and development for
emergency-response team equipment of all types has been carried out, and the major
objectives for safety and prevention have been strengthened.

103. With regard to dealing with emergencies, emergency-preparedness planning has
been perfected at all levels; emergency-preparedness plans for public-health emergencies
have been drafted; the responsibilities of the related institutions for responding to and
dealing with emergencies have been clarified; joint interregional prevention and control
machinery involving health, agriculture, quality inspection, communications, public
security and civil administration departments has been instituted, as have a national expert
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advisory committee and an expert advisory system on public-health emergencies; vigilance
has been increased throughout society, and specialist training programmes and drills in
emergency response to outbreaks of disease have been launched.

International exchanges and cooperation

104. China attaches great importance to positive involvement in international exchanges
and cooperation in biology. For details, see its report on compliance with Article X of the
Convention, in the background information document on Implementation of Article X of the
Convention (BWC/CONF.VII/INE.8).

Active participation in the multilateral process of increasing the
effectiveness of the Convention

105. China has attended all the meetings of States Parties and expert meetings held since
2007, has submitted many working papers providing comprehensive accounts of domestic
measures taken in compliance with the Treaty and its practices with regard to biosafety,
disease control, and international cooperation, and actively participated in the related
discussions. It has also taken part in workshops in the United States, the United Kingdom,
the Netherlands, Indonesia, the Philippines and elsewhere.

106. China attaches great importance to the Seventh Review Conference. It worked with
Canada and the Implementation Support Unit to host an international workshop on
“strengthening international efforts to prevent the proliferation of biological weapons — the
role of the Convention” in Beijing in November 2010. It also attended the meeting in
Wilton Park and the workshops in Montreux, Berlin and the Philippines, taking part in an
extensive exchange of ideas.

107. China has consistently supported the multilateral process of increasing the
effectiveness of the Convention and is approaching the seventh Review Conference and
related discussions with a constructive attitude, improving links and cooperation with all
parties and working together to improve the effectiveness of the Convention overall.

Cuba

Confidence-building measures

108. Cuba has taken various steps under the Convention on the Prohibition of the
Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin
Weapons and on Their Destruction (the Biological Weapons Convention). Since 1991 it has
participated in the exchange of information through the annual submission of forms for
confidence-building. The following agencies participate in this exchange:

(a) Civil Defence Scientific Research Centre

(b) Institute of Veterinary Medicine

(¢)  Central Quarantine Laboratory of the National Plant Health Centre

(d)  Pedro Kouri Institute of Tropical Medicine

(e)  National Environmental Health Directorate of the Ministry of Public Health

(f) Finlay Institute, research centre and centre for serum and vaccine production



(g)  Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology Centre

(h)  National Biological Preparations Centre (BIOCEN)

@) National Centre for Plant and Animal Health (CENSA)

Q) Laboratory for Biological Pharmaceutical Products (LABIOFAM)

(k)  National Centre for the Production of Laboratory Animals (CENPALAB)
1) Empresa de Productos Biologicos Carlos J. Finlay

Legal framework

109. In the field of biology, Cuba has a range of legal instruments whose fundamental
purpose is to protect humankind and the environment. In Cuba’s case, the legislation
specifically governing the implementation of the Biological Weapons Convention cannot
be viewed in isolation from the other legislation on biosafety. It has always been State
policy to support the implementation of the Convention in the country’s legal framework
for biosecurity as the most effective way to achieve the Convention’s objectives. That
framework has been updated over the past five years.

110. Decree-Law No. 190/1999, on biosecurity, continues to be at the apex of the
legislation on the subject. It sets out the basic principles and the scope of biosecurity,
highlighting its contribution to sustainable development. The legislative pyramid extending
below Decree-Law No. 190/1999 includes the following statutes:

(a)  Agreement No. 4728/2003, whereby the Executive Committee of the Council
of Ministers appointed the Ministry of Science, Technology and the Environment as the
national authority responsible for the implementation of the Biological Weapons
Convention;

(b)  Resolution No. 38/2006, which updates the risk classification scheme for
biological agents and toxins affecting human, animal and plant health. New classification
criteria are established and specific mention is made of genetically modified agents;

(c)  Resolution No. 8/2000, which brings into force the General Regulations on
Biosecurity for facilities handling biological agents and their products, organisms and
fragments thereof containing genetic information;

(d)  Resolution No. 180/2007, which regulates the procedures for granting
biosecurity clearances;

(e)  Resolution No. 103/2002, which establishes biosecurity requirements and
procedures for facilities working with biological agents and their products, organisms and
fragments thereof containing genetic information;

) Resolution No. 112/2003, which establishes the biosecurity requirements and
procedures for facilities working with plants and animals that present a biological hazard,

(g)  Resolution No. 2/2004, which establishes regulations for accounting and
control of biological material, equipment and related technology;

(h)  Resolution No. 103/2008, which establishes regulations for Government
inspections of environmental regulatory activities;

@) Resolution No. 136/2009, which establishes regulations on the
comprehensive management of hazardous waste.
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Q)] Resolution No. 2/2004, which was drawn up specifically in the light of the
Convention, sets out the rules for the implementation of the National System for
Accounting and Control of Biological Material, Equipment and Related Technology.

111.  Under the System, facilities are required to submit a set of statements, logs and
reports in order to ensure tighter control over the biological agents covered by the
Convention and the related equipment and technology.

112. The System covers all the facilities registered with the Internal Safety Registry
established for that purpose by the National Biosecurity Centre. Facilities engaged in any of
the following activities fall under the System:

(a)  The production of vaccines for human use;
(b)  The production of vaccines for veterinary use;
(c)  The production of biopesticides and biofertilizers;

(d)  The use of the biological materials listed in annex 1, which forms an integral
part of the regulations;

(e)  Work involving inoculants for plants;
® Genetic modifications;

(g)  Technology transfers involving the activities mentioned in the above
paragraphs;

(h)  The use of the following equipment:
@) Static, dynamic or explosive aerosol chambers

(ii)) Equipment for generating aerosols of micro-organisms or toxins and
simulants

(i)  Biosecurity cabinets (Class III, or Class I convertible to Class III)

(iv)  Flexible film isolator or other chambers equivalent to Class III and anaerobic
chambers.

113. Registration is mandatory not only for the facilities engaged in the activities
mentioned above, but also for installations which have biosecurity level III or level IV
facilities or carry out activities involving new technologies or new scientific knowledge.

114. With the entry into force of the regulations on accounting and control of biological
material, equipment and related technology, Cuba has made the exchange of information
linked to the submission of the forms for confidence-building obligatory, reflecting the
highest level of political commitment to the procedure.

115. Act No. 93, the national counter-terrorism law enacted in December 2001, includes
penal measures linked to compliance with the bans established in the Biological Weapons
Convention. The Act refers specifically to different forms of terrorist activity, including
those involving chemical or biological agents, which have recently been of particular
interest to the international community.

116. As to pathogens that affect humans, the Ministry of Public Health, the highest
authority on human health matters in the country, has set up a system for monitoring and
controlling pathogenic micro-organisms that could be used as biological weapons at
different levels. The system is operated through the International Health Control Agency at
airports, ports and marinas. The mechanism involves doctors, nurses, hygienists and other
professionals, including two certified biosecurity inspectors, as well as a liaison centre to
monitor epidemiological events. Monitoring activities are carried out, both at the central



and the regional levels, at production facilities, in quarantine centres and in the primary and
secondary health-care sectors, through department heads in charge of hazardous places such
as laboratories, and by quality control specialists, security personnel, occupational health
experts and biosafety experts.

117. Monitoring and control activities are based on enforcement of the standards set out
in the following legal instruments:

(a)  ActNo. 13, on safety and hygiene at work, of 29 December 1977
(b)  Act No. 41, on public health, of 15 August 1983
(c)  ActNo. 81, on the environment, of 11 July 1997

(d) Decree No. 58, of 1979, establishing the regulations governing the
committees of experts established for project evaluation

(e)  Decree No. 100, of 1984, establishing the general regulations on State
inspections

® Decree No. 101, of 1982, establishing the general regulations of the Act on
safety and hygiene at work

(g)  Decree No. 104, of 1982, establishing the rules and violations associated with
international health control

(h)  Decree No. 139, of 1988, establishing the general regulations of the Public
Health Act

) Decree-Law No. 190/1999, on biosecurity, and its complementary legislation
)] Decree-Law No. 200/1999, on violations of environmental norms
(k)  Resolution No. 19/2003, of the Ministry of Labour and Social Security

1)) Resolution No. 132/2004, of the Ministry of Science, Technology and the
Environment, on the cross-border movement of biological samples

(m) Resolution No. 111/1996, of the Ministry of Science, Technology and the
Environment, on the regulations on biological diversity

(n)  Joint resolution issued by the Ministry of Public Health and the State
Committee for Labour and Social Security, on international travellers, of 1982

(o)  Joint resolution issued by the Executive Secretariat of Nuclear Affairs and the
Ministry of Public Health, on the regulations for the medical supervision of people exposed
to hazards at work, of 1987

(p) Cuban Standard 18002/05, on health and safety at work; System for
managing health and safety at work; Guidelines for the implementation of Cuban Standard
18001

(@)  Cuban Standard 18011/05, on health and safety at work; General guidelines
for the evaluation of systems for managing health and safety at work; The inspection
process

(r) Cuban Standard 452/06, on containers, packaging and related materials;
General health standards

(s) Cuban Standard 454/06, on the transportation of food items; General health
standards

t) Biosafety standards for each area of risk
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Control mechanisms

118. Cuba has also boosted its control mechanisms by developing an inspection system to
verify compliance with current legislation. This system covers all installations presenting a
biological hazard, as well as those which form part of the National System for Accounting
and Control of Biological Material. The key elements of the inspection system are its
different control mechanisms, which include various kinds of inspections:

(a)  Routine inspections;
(b)  Inspections for the granting of biosecurity clearances;

(c) Inspections to verify compliance with the conditions attached to existing
clearances;

(d)  Safety inspections.

119. Safety inspections are designed to check compliance with the provisions on the
implementation of the Convention and are carried out every two years. In the past five
years, 26 safety inspections, involving various levels of complexity, have been carried out
for different purposes:

(a)  Inspections for the Internal Safety Registry. Six inspections of this kind have
been carried out. This type of inspection aims to verify whether facilities indeed carry out
some of the activities listed in the regulations on accounting and control of biological
material, equipment and related technology (established by Resolution No. 2/2004), which
require them to be incorporated into the system by registering them with the Internal Safety
Registry and subsequently assigning them a unique identification number.

(b)  Inspections to verify implementation of Resolution No. 2/2004. Once
registered, a facility is granted one year in which to set up its own mechanisms for
implementing an accounting and control system in the pertinent areas and in keeping with
regulation guidelines. This type of inspection involves checking whether the facility has
established formal procedures for implementing the control system and whether those
procedures are up to standard and sufficiently modern. To date, 15 such inspections have
been carried out.

(c) Inspections of operations logs. These inspections are more thorough and
detailed inasmuch as they aim to verify on site the information published in the half-yearly
reports. The reported data is collated with the data found in the logs that all facilities are
obliged to keep in the places in which listed agents and equipment are used. To date, five
such inspections have been carried out.

120. The analysis of the data contained in the reports on the inspections mentioned above
clearly shows that the use of biological agents and the associated technology is both
transparent and traceable. In keeping with the basic mission of Cuban science in the field,
biological agents and the associated technology are used in medical research projects whose
objective is to improve people’s lives and in agricultural research that aims to increase the
yields of crops that are important to the country, as well as in other areas of scientific
research.

121. As part of efforts to tighten controls, a clearance scheme has been introduced which
makes activities involving biological hazards subject to safety procedures and the
evaluation of the risks they pose to human health and the environment. Different types of
clearance are granted under this important scheme, including in the form of:

(a)  Licences;

(b)  Permits;



()  Notifications;
(d)  Certificates.

122. A certificate in this case is a safety clearance, granted for activities that are covered
by the Convention and the accounting and control system. The main purpose of a safety
certificate is to certify transparency with regard to the peaceful use of biological material in
Cuba. A safety certificate must be obtained for the following activities:

(@)  The delivery, receipt, or transfer (subject to the corresponding request being
submitted and assessed by the relevant agencies) of biological agents and toxins, as well as
organisms belonging to established risk categories, and equipment, technology and
material, in general, between agencies within the country or between Cuba and other States,
to ensure that such items are not destined for use in activities that are prohibited nationally
or internationally;

(b)  The destruction or neutralization of biological agents and toxins, when,
owing to their volume, characteristics or location, their presence is considered dangerous or
a possible violation of t